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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1936/2012 by L.S. (Irish) on alleged failure by Hungary to comply 
with EU legislation on the execution of judicial decisions in the field of 
parental responsibility in a crossborder context 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner describes how in 2008 he discovered that his daughter had been abducted from 
France to Hungary. The petitioner’s lawyer instigated legal proceedings at the Court of 
Creteil, France, to obtain custody of the child. 
Although six rulings have been issued on this case, including one by the Supreme Court of 
Hungary, the petitioner has been unable to ensure the execution of the decision adopted by the 
French court which found in his favour. He feels that the Hungarian authorities have failed to 
comply with EU legislation, which stipulates that such decisions should automatically be 
recognised, without any intermediate procedures.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 24 July 2013. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 December 2013

The Commission has given careful consideration to the petition and is aware of the difficulties 
faced by the petitioner in exercising his parental responsibility in respect of his child. 

The Commission had already examined this case in depth, including the proceedings initiated 
by the father in Hungary to obtain, under the Brussels IIa Regulation, a declaration of 
enforceability of the 2008 French decision on parental authority and custody. 
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As explained by the Commission in its replies on petition no 407/2011, the abducted child 
was in the meantime handed over and returned to France. As a consequence, the Commission 
decided not to take any further steps against Hungary. The petitioner was directly informed by 
the Commission of the decision taken following his complaint.


