
CM\1015892EN.doc PE527.901v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

19.12.2013

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0020/2013 by Lea Ruth Ziebold (German) on the demolition of 
protected buildings in Segovia, Avila and Salamanca in Spain

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner requests intervention by the European Parliament to prevent the demolition of 
buildings in the historic cities of Segovia, Avila and Salamanca in Spain. According to the 
petitioner, these are protected works (World Heritage). She demands the preservation of this 
historical heritage.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 September 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 December 2013

The petitioner, a German national residing in Spain, is writing in reference to three heritage 
sites: the old town of Segovia and its aqueduct, the old town of Avila with its extra muros 
churches, and the old town of Salamanca.  Each of these three sites are designated World 
Heritage Sites under the UNESCO World Heritage Convention.

The petitioner alleges, on the basis of a powerpoint and photo presentation by a Mr Javier 
Ruiz Carvajal which she witnessed in Santander in December 2012, that buildings and streets 
in each of these three World Heritage Sites are being demolished to allow reconstruction "in 
the name of progress", and that there is a "battle" with each of the local authorities concerned 
who are attempting to "silence any critics with legal measures".
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She addresses a personal appeal to EP President Martin Schulz to 
 ask for a report from the cities concerned

 initiate an immediate halt to the demolition and reconstruction

 do everything in his power to protect the cultural heritage of these cities

No further information is provided in the petition.

The Commission has previously responded to two letters from the petitioner on the same 
subject, addressed to Commissioner Vassiliou (dated 4 January and 28 February, 
respectively), and its position remains as previously communicated:

- safeguarding European cultural heritage is of the highest importance. The Commission 

actively encourages and supports cultural activities, including in the field of heritage, 

under its different programmes and policies.  These include the Culture programme, 

European Heritage Days, European Capitals of Culture, EU prize for cultural heritage, 

European Heritage Label and the European Regional Development Fund.

- however the EU has limited competence in the field of cultural heritage, which is 

primarily a national responsibility.  The role of the EU is defined by the Treaty in terms 

of encouraging cooperation between Member States and, if necessary, supporting and 

supplementing their action.  This is based on the principle of subsidiarity, implying that 

action needs to be taken at the right level, which in the case of cultural heritage is mostly 

national, regional and local.

In addition, the Commission would point out that:

- the EU is not a party to the UNESCO World Heritage Convention, which means that the 

designation and subsequent protection of designated World Heritage Sites is not a matter 

of EU competence

- UNESCO's World Heritage Committee has not so far identified the three sites mentioned 

by Ms Ziebold as being particularly in danger; in that they do not feature on the 

UNESCO List of World Heritage in Danger.  It would be open to Ms Ziebold to contact 

the Spanish Government, or other State Party(ies) to the World Heritage Convention, to 

propose that the three sites be added to the List of World Heritage in Danger.

- the three sites are also yet to feature in Europa Nostra's 7 Most Endangered programme, 

of European cultural heritage sites most in danger.  It would be open to Ms Ziebold to 

campaign for their inclusion on this list, via any or all of the Spanish member 

organizations of Europa Nostra: the Ars Civilis Foundation; Asociación Amigos de los 

Pazos - The Association for the Friends of Los Pazos; the Asociación Española de 

Amigos de los Castillos - The Spanish Association of Friends of the Castles; Fundación 
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del Patrimonio Historico de Castilla y León - The Foundation for the Historic Heritage of 

Castille and Léon; and the Fundación Botín.


