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31.1.2014

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0096/2013 by N. S. (British), on behalf of Training for Women
Network, on Training for Women Network

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is describing how rewarding the "Training for Women Network" is for the 
community of 23 organisations in Northern Ireland and Ireland. The programme benefits from 
the EU's Peace Programme (2007-2013). She is, however, concerned that due to 
mismanagement of the technical assistance received by SEUPB is now going to result in 3000 
women in the region not being able to benefit from the reconciliation training and asks the EP 
for help.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 4 November 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 31 January 2014

The Training for Women Network (TWN) is a beneficiary of the 2007-2013 EU Programme
for Peace and Reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the Border Region of Ireland (PEACE). 
In particular, TWN has secured funding to implement projects within the priority 
"Reconciling Communities" which specifically aims to build positive relations at local level.

In February 2013, Commissioner Hahn received a letter from TWN via the Leader of the 
Ulster Unionist Party of Northern Ireland, Mr Mike Nesbitt. The letter raised concerns 
regarding the administration of PEACE funding and the treatment of the aforementioned 
network by the managing authority, the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB). It should be 
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noted that the letter received by the Commission in February is the same letter as the one 
submitted to the EP Petition's Committee in March. The annexes containing a chronology of 
the case were not submitted to the Commission. 

Following the concerns raised by TWN, the Commission services sought a detailed 
clarification from the managing authority, in particular as concerns the project approval 
process and the financial management of claims and reimbursements to TWN. 

On the basis of the information provided by the managing authority under the principle of 
shared management of the European Union's Structural Funds, the Commission concluded 
that all phases of the project have been subject to the same transparent selection criteria and to 
the same consistent approval process which applies for the relevant priority of the 
programme. The Commission considered that there was no breach of Structural Funds 
Regulations or EU Law. The Commission informed the Leader of the Ulster Unionist Party of 
its conclusions on 15 March 2013.

On a general note, it is important to remind the petitioner that under the principle of 
subsidiarity and shared management of the European Union's Structural Funds, the Member 
States have primary responsibility for awarding funding to projects, for assisting projects 
during the implementation phase and for ensuring that programme management is fully 
compliant with the applicable EU regulations. This means that the Commission does not 
intervene in the selection of the projects (except for major projects), as this comes under the 
exclusive competence of the national managing authorities, provided that their choices are in 
line with the principles laid down in the adopted programming documents and that they 
comply with current legislation.

Conclusion

The Commission maintains its position taken in March 2013. The annexes attached to the 
petition do not contain any additional elements which would alter the Commission's 
assessment. 

It should be noted that as a follow-up to the aforementioned written reply, Commission 
officials met with the TWN Chief Executive, Ms Norma Shearer, and several of her staff on 
23 April. The meeting was constructive, whereby TWN was informed in detail of the 
Commission's views. 


