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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0386/2013, by Gut Clarenhof GbR (German) concerning the 
organisation of the sugar market

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner has a farm where sugar beet is grown in a sustainable manner. The petitioner 
advocates extending the organisation of the market in sugar until 2020. The petitioner states 
that he and his fellow farmers ensure a stable supply of sugar, that they supply 85% of the 
demand for sugar, that they produce in a sustainable manner in accordance with strict 
ecological standards (50% reduction of nitrogen), that they help to preserve biodiversity and 
that the cultivation of sugar beet helps to bolster the rural economy, as well as providing 
employment. He states that all this will be jeopardised if the organisation of the market is 
terminated. Sugar beet cannot be grown at dumping prices, and abandoning the organisation 
of the market would undoubtedly cause farms to go to the wall. If even a limited number of 
farms go out of business, the necessary critical mass to maintain sugar refineries will no 
longer exist and European sugar production will be endangered. This is despite the fact that 
large consumers of sugar are complaining about the poor quality of foreign sugar. The 
petitioner calls on the European Parliament to vote in favour of extending the organisation of 
the market until 2020.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 November 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 31 January 2014

After the restructuring of the sugar sector between 2006 and 2010 the EU has a smaller but 
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more efficient sugar sector that is prepared for a future without quotas.

The impact assessment made by the Commission, accompanying the proposal for the future 
Common Agricultural Policy shows the continuation of a strong and viable sugar production 
chain in the EU. Furthermore OECD-FAO agricultural outlook forecasts that sugar prices on 
the world market will remain high, well above the average for the previous decade. Therefore, 
the Commission is convinced that the EU sugar sector will continue to be able to produce in 
an environment without quotas.

In June 2013 an agreement was reached between the Council and the European Parliament on 
the future Common Agricultural Policy. As regards sugar and after taking all the interests of 
the different stakeholders into account it was decided to prolong the sugar quota for another 
two years until 30 September 2017 after which quotas will end. This will give the sector two 
additional years to adapt.

Conclusion

The decision to establish a clear end date for the quota allows the petitioner two more years to 
adapt to the new situation without quotas.


