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Subject: Petition 0580/2011 by Gérard Latteux (French), on deliberate drying out of a 
Natura 2000 wetland

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner protests against what, in his opinion, is a deliberate drying out of a designated 
Natura 2000 wetland area. He keeps fish and ducks there, and fears they will die as a result of 
the water drying up. He is also concerned about an outbreak of botulism at the site. According 
to the petitioner, the water level has been deliberately reduced by farmers growing maize and 
cereals in this wetland area. He believes the site's biodiversity is being seriously damaged and 
that it is at risk of drying up altogether. The petitioner has already complained to the 
authorities, but says that no preventative action has been taken. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26.09.11. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011

"Le Hâble d'Ault" is part of the Natura 2000 site FR2200346 "Estuaires et littoral picards 
(Baie de Somme et Authie)" designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the Habitats 
Directive (92/43/EEC)1 on 21 December 2010.

Under Article 6.2 of the Habitats Directive, Member States are required to take appropriate 

                                               
1 Directive 92/43/EEC of the Council of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna 
and flora (OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7).
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steps to avoid the deterioration of the natural habitats and the habitats of the species for which 
the site has been designated.  The habitat "coastal lagoon" is a priority habitat, listed in Annex 
I of the Habitats Directive, and present in "Le Hâble d'Ault", which would suffer from the 
change in water levels.

The Commission has asked the French Authorities to provide information on the management of 
the site to ensure that the appropriate measures are taken to avoid the deterioration of the site.

4. Commission reply, received 27 June 2012 (REV)

The French Authorities have sent the Commission information relating to this file. They 
recognise that the situation regarding the water levels in the ditches and ponds around the Hâble 
d'Ault water body deteriorated in 2010 and in 2011. The causes for this appear to be lower 
rainfall and drainage channels in the arable fields ("Bas Champs"). Water-level management in 
the Hâble d'Ault is problematic, such that in 2010 a hydro-ecological study was conducted in 
order to enable a list of priority measures to be drawn up. As a result of the study, the plan is to 
carry out hydraulic works upstream of the Hâble d'Ault water body in order to ensure that its 
water levels are permanently kept sufficiently high; the existing installation downstream will be 
adapted in order to enable the water level to be regulated. 

The Commission has asked the French Authorities for additional information in order to ensure 
that the planned measures are conducive to conserving those habitats and species of Community 
interest, in particular the "coastal lagoon" priority habitat, and that they are compatible with the 
recommendations made in the management plan (statement of objectives – DOCOB) drawn up 
in 2003.

5. Commission reply (II), received on 28 February 2014

Further to the additional request submitted by the Commission during the ‘EU pilot’ pre-
litigation procedure, the French authorities have announced the introduction of a number of 
habitat conservation measures to be carried out in the ‘Estuaires et littoral picards’ Special Area 
of Conservation (FR2200345). They are as follows:

a) The installation of a sluice gate in the channel which flows into the Hâble d’Ault body of 
water (‘Course du Montmignon’) to maintain sufficient water levels in the ponds and channels 
further upstream;

b) Manual operation of the triangular installation at the mouth of the Hâble d’Ault to make it 
possible to adjust water levels and maintain sufficient levels during low water periods.  
Procedures for the overall management of water levels in the Bas Champs area, part of which 
includes the Hâble d'Ault body of water, will be laid down in the channel management plan that 
is currently being drawn up by the various parties concerned;

c) The clearing of a Hâble d’Ault oxbow lake so as to restore the aquatic vegetation and lagoon 
community habitats;

d) A possible project to depolderise part of the Bas Champs, thereby reconnecting it to the sea.  
The installation of a sluice gate, as described in point a), is a temporary solution until a decision 
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on this project is taken.

Appropriate measures have therefore been taken prevent environmental deterioration, to improve 
the conservation status of the habitats designated as a Natura 2000 site, and to meet the 
objectives laid down in the statement of objectives (DOCOB), in particular with regard to water 
level management.

Conclusion

On the basis of the information provided by the French authorities, it appears that various points 
raised in the petition relating to the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC)1 have been resolved and that, 
in this case, there has been no breach of the directive. The Commission will not pursue this case 
any further.

                                               
1 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora (OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7).


