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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0039/2013 by Carolin Janker (German) on the import of live fish to 
Europe

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner thinks that there should be a ban on the import of live fish to Europe because 
fish stocks are being threatened by overfishing and damage to coral reefs. According to the 
petitioner, the fish intended for export are caught using toxic gases which are not only 
harmful to the fish but also to the fishers. Moreover, the petitioner points out that a large 
proportion of the fish die before they reach their destination. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 September 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2014

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
is implemented in the EU through the Wildlife Trade Regulations, including Council Regulation 
(EC) No 338/97 on the protection of species of wild fauna and flora by regulating trade therein.  
A number of fish species are included in the Annexes to that Regulation (http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32013R0750:EN:NOT) and trade in 
those species is therefore regulated, including in the case of various fish species imported into the 
EU from South East Asia.

Commercial trade in Annex A species is generally prohibited, and trade in Annex B species is 
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possible under strict conditions, including that international trade shall not have a detrimental 
impact on the conservation status of those species in the wild.  Live fishes that are imported into 
the EU shall be prepared, moved and cared for in a manner such as to minimize the risk of 
injury, damage to health or cruel treatment and in conformity with EU legislation on the 
protection of animals during transport.

To this end, the Commission monitors closely trade levels and the biological status of those 
species; when doubts arise as to whether international trade is sustainable, trade suspensions are 
enacted and formalized through the “Suspensions Regulation” (http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32013R0578:EN:NOT) which is 
regularly updated by the Commission. Currently, imports into the EU of the humphead wrasse 
(Cheilinus undulatus) from Indonesia have been suspended since 2006.

The Commission is however aware of the fact that wildlife trafficking, including illegal trade in 
fish species, remains  an issue and it has published in February 2014 a Communication aiming to 
consult stakeholders on whether its current policy against wildlife trafficking is efficient enough 
and whether and how it could be further developed.

Conclusion

In that context, the Commission invites the petitioner to take part in the consultation exercise that 
was launched in February 2014 and share additional information it may have regarding imports 
of live fish into the EU.


