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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0190/2013 by A.G.S. (Spanish), on the threat posed to the bearded 
vulture (Gypaetus barbatus) in the Aragonese Pyrenees, Spain

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces that the Foundation for the Conservation of the Bearded Vulture, 
with the authorisation of the Government of Aragón, recurrently removes the eggs from the 
nests of bearded vultures in the Aragonese Pyrenees. The petitioner believes this practice 
gravely interferes in the life and reproductive cycle of the species, and that it constitutes an 
infringement of the Birds Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC). The petitioner also asks that the 
Spanish government reconsider its policies related to the re-introduction of the bearded 
vulture in the Aragonese Pyrenees, and observes that that a scientific committee should be 
involved in the process.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 November 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2014

The Petitioner considers that the removal of eggs from the nests of bearded vultures in the 
Pyrenees in Aragón, with the authorisation of the Government of Aragón, constitutes a breach 
of the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC), and requests that the Spanish government review the 
project for the introduction of the species in Picos de Europa. In particular, the Petitioner 
claims that the project for the reintroduction of the species in Picos de Europa is developed 
without any planning and without any prior feasibility study.
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The Commission's observations

Article 5 of the Birds Directive requires that Member States establish a general system of 
protection for all wild bird species, prohibiting in particular taking their eggs in the wild as 
well as deliberate disturbance of these birds, in so far as disturbance would be significant 
having regard to the objectives of this Directive.

However, under Article 9, Member States may derogate from these provisions inter alia for 
the purposes of research and teaching, of re-population, of re-introduction for and for the 
breeding necessary for these purposes. They must report derogations to the Commission. 

According to the reports sent by Spain, derogations for taking eggs of bearded vultures for its 
subsequent reintroduction in the wild have been authorised in Aragón in the last years. 
According to the information provided by the Spanish authorities, these derogations had no 
impact on the population of the species in Aragón. 

The reintroduction of the Bearded vulture in Picos de Europa is part of an EU LIFE+ funded 
project1 for the conservation of the bearded vulture and its contribution to eco-system 
services. This project includes actions for the identification of areas with low breeding 
productivity in the Central Pyrenees and the assessment of the causes of low productivity, as 
well as specific actions for improving the productivity and survival of adult specimens in the 
Pyrenees in order enhance breeding success and natural spreading of the species. 

The actions foreseen for the recuperation and reintroduction of specimens are based on the 
Spanish programme for ex situ conservation of Bearded vulture, which was approved by the 
Working Group on the Bearded vulture in April 2010. According to the information provided 
in the LIFE project, these activities will not affect the donor Spanish population of bearded 
vulture. In particular, the Spanish authorities have confirmed that the implementation of these 
activities will follow the guidelines set in the working group of the Bearded vulture in June 
2012 and will in any case fulfil the principles set by IUCN in the Guidelines for 
Reintroductions and Other Conservation Translocations2 to avoid affecting the donor 
population.  

Conclusion

In light of the information available, the Commission considers that there is no evidence of 
any breach of the Birds Directive. The Commission is closely monitoring the implementation 
of the Project Life+ Red Quebrantahuesos, to ensure that all activities are developed in 
compliance with the provisions of the Directive. 

                                               
1 LIFE12 NAT/ES/00032 Life+ Red Quebrantahuesos 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4674
2 These principles are developed by the Reintroduction and Invasive Species Specialist Groups' task force on 
moving plants and animals for conservation purposes. They can be found at: http://data.iucn.org/dbtw-
wpd/edocs/2013-009.pdf


