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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0429/2013, by Felicitas Hoster (German) concerning food labelling

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner considers that it ought to be compulsory to indicate in food labelling whether 
substances of animal origin have been used in making a product (or its individual ingredients) 
and, if so, which animal ingredients have been used. The petitioner states that many 
vegetarians and vegans do not eat any animal products. They therefore wish to know whether 
a food which they might eat contains ingredients of animal origin or ingredients which were 
themselves produced with the aid of constituents of animal origin. They wish to know, for 
example, whether fruit juice or beer contains gelatine of animal origin. At present, this is not 
indicated on food packagings. Many vegetarians and vegans - and also adherents of certain 
religions - refrain from consuming certain products because it is not clear whether they 
contain ingredients of animal origin, or residues of such ingredients. The petitioner considers 
that consumers have a right to know not only what ingredients a food contains but also how, 
and using what ingredients, it was prepared. Only in that way can they make informed 
choices.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 November 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2014

Directive 2000/13/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approximation of 
the laws of the Member States relating to the labelling, presentation and advertising of 
foodstuffs lays out harmonised rules governing the labelling of foodstuffs to be delivered as 
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such to the final consumer1and requires the list of ingredients on food labels. There are no 
specific rules concerning the information on the suitability of the food for vegans, vegetarians 
and the adherents of certain religions. Such information may however be given on a voluntary 
basis, provided it does not mislead the consumer.

This Directive has been recently revised. Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the provision of food information to consumers2 will repeal 
and replace Directive 2000/13/EC as of 13 December 2014.

The new Regulation does not introduce mandatory labelling of the suitability of the food for 
vegetarians, vegans or adherents to certain religions but requests the Commission to adopt an 
implementing act on the voluntary information related to suitability of a food for vegetarians 
or vegans. This implementing act would have the objective to clarify the requirements needed 
for a food to be considered as suitable for vegans or vegetarians.

The Regulation does not foresee a deadline for the above required implementing act. The 
Regulation imposes other implementing obligations on the Commission for which firm 
deadlines had been specified. As a result the Commission will tackle those actions as a 
priority.

Conclusion

The point raised by the petitioner has been raised during the discussion that led to the 
adoption of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011. While the co-legislators do not impose a 
mandatory labelling of the suitability of the food for vegetarians, vegans or adherents to 
certain religions, they request the Commission to adopt an implementing act on the voluntary 
information related to suitability of a food for vegetarians or vegans.

                                               
1 OJ L 109, 6.5.2000, p.29.
2 OJ L 304, 22.11.2011, p. 18.


