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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner proposes the establishment of an open-access EU educational platform 
containing all the teaching material from European schools, taking advantage of all the 
potential of multimedia systems, reproducing all the scientific knowledge concerning teaching 
methods and containing all the substantive exercises and tests, which could serve as an 
instrument for research into learning processes. The platform should be constructed using a 
modular structure (e.g. an arithmetic module for adding numbers between 1 and 10, followed 
by a module for arithmetic using numbers between 1 and 100, etc.) The petitioner believes 
that such a platform would promote equal opportunities in that it would make catch-up 
schooling of equal quality available to all, make it possible to obtain an adequate schooling 
even without attending school and make optimal use of the potential of multimedia. Schools 
too could use the platform. The teaching material could be presented attractively, increasing 
the motivation of pupils, which would produce better performance and better end results. 
Ultimately, the whole of society would benefit from this. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 November 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2014

The Commission agrees with the petitioner on the importance of making an “optimal use of 
the potential of multimedia” in education. Increasing the access to learning and teaching 
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materials can in fact serve as an instrument for research into learning processes and it can 
allow for an increase in effectiveness and equity of education by allowing more individuals to 
access more knowledge sources. The Commission also recognises and underlines the societal 
effects mentioned by the petitioner, namely on the motivation of learners and the preservation 
of knowledge. 

The establishment of an open-access EU educational platform is of great interest to the 
Commission. In the context of the initiative «Opening up Education: Innovative Teaching and 
Learning for All, Through New Technologies and Open Educational Resources»1 the 
Commission launched the portal OpenEducationEuropa.eu in September 2013. It is a 
gateway to existing Open Educational Resources (OER) repositories in different languages in 
order to be able to present them to learners, teachers and researchers with a view to improving 
the attractiveness and visibility of quality OER produced in the EU. 
OpenEducationEuropa.eu counts already more than 40.000 registered users and provides 
access to 395 courses, 426 massive open online courses (MOOCs) and 479 other resources.

Furthermore, through the programmes Erasmus+ and Horizon 2020, the Commission will 
support educational institutions to explore new organisational models in order to enhance the 
integration of OERs in their practices and to support research in complementary areas such as 
learning analytics and learning semantics. Erasmus+ also applies open access requirements by 
which all educational material produced with the support of the programme will be made 
accessible to the public through open licences. 

Nonetheless, it is important to underline that the definition of educational curricula or policies 
in the Member States and for specific institutions (such as the European schools) are an 
exclusive competence of Member States in full respect of the subsidiarity principle. Several 
Member States, regions and educational institutions are in fact developing policies and 
projects towards more open education resources and practices. For an overview of these 
initiatives, the petitioner is invited to consult the Staff Working Document2 which 
accompanied the aforementioned communication.

Conclusion 

The actions proposed by the petitioner are already being implemented, both at national level 
by different educational institutions and national repositories and at European level by the 
Opening up Education initiative. 

The petitioner is invited to enrol and engage in OpenEducationEuropa.eu and, if he feels it is 
appropriate, to disseminate this portal and participate in related Erasmus+ projects. 

                                               
1 COM(2013)654 of 25/09/2013 http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-
framework/education-technology.htm
2 SWD(2013)341: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=SWD:2013:0341:FIN:EN:PDF


