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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0641/2013, by Hans-Joachim Kirschenbauer (German) on 
establishing uniform traffic regulations

1. Summary of petition

According to the petitioner, the EU regulates and standardises many things, such as how bent 
cucumbers are allowed to be and the size of potatoes. Yet in the field of traffic regulations, 
anarchy still prevails in Europe. He mentions, by way of example, the warning sign that 
campervans equipped with bicycle racks are required to display. The petitioner states that he 
has to take several different signs with him when he travels around Europe. Although the 
signs are more or less identical (50 x 50 cm with red and white stripes), the police monitor 
drivers strictly to check that the right sign is being used, and large fines are imposed if, for 
example, a driver displays in Italy a sign that is valid in Spain. The petitioner calls for the 
rules on this to be made uniform or for the various models of these signs - which have the 
same function throughout the EU - to be tolerated.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 2 December 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2014

Improving road safety aimed at reducing fatalities, injuries and material damage, as a major 
societal issue, is a prime objective of the EU transport policy. However, there is no EU 
legislation that specifies rules concerning load marking on vehicles. The decision to set traffic 
rules related to such marking lies in the exclusive competence of the Member States 
concerned.



PE530.010v01-00 2/2 CM\1022455EN.doc

EN

Nevertheless, load marking on vehicles including warning devices are subject to international 
uniformity rules set out in the Convention on Road Traffic signed in Vienna on 8 November 
1968. The Convention facilitates international understanding of such markings by laying 
down rules on their colours and position.

Conclusion

It is true that there is no relevant EU legislation in place. However, there is the Convention on 
Road Signs and Signals signed in Vienna on 8 November 1968 which constitutes international 
legal tool for EU Member States (contracting parties to the Convention) enabling to 
harmonize rules concerning load marking on vehicles, including its mutal recognition. 
Therefore, there is no need to act at EU-level.


