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Kulturpflanzen und Nutztiervielfalt e. V., on the reform of EU legislation 
relating to propagating material

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner recommends that the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety be designated as the committee responsible for the consideration of the proposal for a 
regulation on propagating material (COM(2013) 262) instead of the Committee on 
Agriculture and Rural Development. The petitioner further argues that, if this proposal is 
adopted unchanged, this would open the door for the chemical industry while the door would 
close for organic farming. According to her, this would result in a loss of species, reduced 
biodiversity and a drastic increase in the administrative burden for small agricultural 
producers who grow many different crops. In addition, patented and biotechnological plants, 
for which it is not clear whether or not their seed can be used, would reach the market. 
Finally, the petitioner argues that, although the European Commission claims that the 
proposal is intended to streamline 12 different directives, the proposal will ultimately lead to 
more red tape, because many new secondary regulations will need to be drawn up. This will 
make the system less transparent and it will be easier for lobbyists to push the interests of the 
agro-industry.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 December 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2014
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The issues raised by the petitioners have been dealt with by the European Parliament in 
accordance with their Rules of Procedures.

The proposal concerns the production and making available on the market of plant 
reproductive material, a basic input for agricultural production and the first link in the food 
and feed chain. The main objective of the proposed Regulation is to guarantee the quality, 
identity and health of plant reproductive material on the market. 

An additional central objective of the proposed Regulation is to contribute to the preservation 
and sustainable use of plant genetic resources. Contrary to statements in the petition, the 
proposal facilitates the access of traditional varieties to the market, supports the development 
of varieties specifically bred for organic agriculture, allows the marketing of material which 
does not conform to the definition of a variety (heterogeneous material), creates a space for 
niche-market material with minimal regulation and furthermore cuts costs and red tape for 
SMEs and microenterprises.


