
CM\1022467EN.doc PE530.022v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

28.2.2014

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition  0859/2013 by Martin Mittmann (German), on extending summer 
time in order to bring it into line with daylight savings arrangements in the 
United States and Canada 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is requesting that the European Parliament promote an amendment of Directive 
2000/84/EC on summer-time arrangements in order to bring European summer-time 
arrangements into line with those in North America. European summer time runs from the last 
Sunday in March to the last Sunday in October. In North America, it runs from the second 
Sunday in march to the first Sunday in November. During the period where the two sets of 
arrangements do not overlap, there are, according to the petitioner, a number of economic 
problems. He lists the coordination of trans-Atlantic flight rosters and stock-market trading, 
which can suffer losses because potentially price-sensitive economic data are made public at 
different time for a few weeks. In brief, he points out that the coordination of economic traffic 
is disrupted for a few weeks every year.Heargues that benefits of harmonising summer-time 
arrangements include that activities would be able to take place in daylight earlier in the year 
(as early as March), that there would be no problems in adjusting flight rosters and that it 
would prevent any problems from occurring with regard to economic data. The petitioner 
argues for the amendment to be brought in in 2015 so that all parties would have time to 
prepare for the change, for example by adjusting their software and long-term plans.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 January 2014. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2014
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There is indeed a difference between the European and the North American Summertime. The 
European one is the arrangement by which clocks are advanced by one hour in spring and 
moved back in autumn to make the most of seasonal daylight. The EU legislator decided to 
harmonise the application and the dates of the beginning and the end of summertime in 
Directive 2000/84/EC of 19 January 2001 on summer-time arrangements1. Such EU-wide 
arrangements facilitate for instance the co-ordination of train timetables in international 
traffic. This useful aspect has always been highlighted by the transport sector. 

The USA and Canada have chosen other modalities and different dates for introduction and 
ending of the summertime. Regardless of these differences, and most importantly - this is a 
stable decision of which all people concerned (for instance those in charge of scheduling 
transatlantic flight or those involved in transatlantic trade) are very well aware.

As long as these standing summertime arrangements, even if not harmonised on both sides of 
the Atlantic, are not suddenly changed and remain predictable and clearly communicated as is 
the case today, the Commission does not see a problem. Planners can easily take them into 
account, traders are well aware of this situation, etc. Given the fact that the present EU 
summertime arrangements have been in place for almost 7 years now and are well known to 
everybody, harmonising the summertime would in fact lead to more complexities and 
potential risks, as all concerned would need to adapt again to new circumstances.

The Commission presented in 2007 a detailed report on the impact of the current summertime 
regime under Directive 2000/84/EC2. This report was prepared on the basis of information, 
including studies, received from Member States, as well as on other information available at 
that time. To date, no further relevant information has been brought to the Commission's 
attention which would make it consider changing the existing EU legislation on summertime 
arrangements.

Conclusion

Based on the information available, the Commission is not of the opinion that harmonising 
European summertime with North American summertime is necessary.

                                               
1 OJ L 31, 2.2.2001, p. 21.
2 Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament and the European economic 
and social Committee under Article 5 of Directive 2000/84/EC on summer-time arrangements, COM (2007) 739


