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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0901/2013 by M.H. (German) on varying limit values in 
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 on maximum residue levels of pesticides

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner points out that, under Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 on maximum residue 
levels of pesticides in or on food and feed of plant and animal origin, the limit value for 
glyphosate in lentils (Code No 300020) was raised from 0.1 mg/kg to 10 mg/kg in 2012. The 
petitioner would like to know on the basis of what studies or scientific developments this 100-
factor increase was undertaken. He wonders on the basis of what new knowledge it was 
decided that glyphosate residues in lentils were less harmful in 2012. The petitioner has also 
noticed that the limit values for glyphosate vary considerably. Thus, for example, a limit value 
of 0.1 mg/kg still applies in the case of sorghum, rice and groundnuts/peanuts. For barley, oats 
and soybeans, however, the limit value is 20 mg/kg. M.H. wonders why glyphosate in rice is 
200 times more harmful than in barley and would like to know on the basis of what criteria 
the limit values are set.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 January 2014. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2014

Commission Regulation (EU) No 441/20121 sets a maximum residue level (MRL) for 
                                               
1 Commission Regulation (EU) No 441/2012 of 24 May 2012 amending Annexes II and III to 
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards 
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glyphosate in lentils, at the level of 10 mg/kg. Previously, the limit of analytical determination 
applied, which was in this case 0.1 mg/kg, because no use was registered for glyphosate on 
lentils, or no registered use led to residues exceeding the limit of analytical determination.

On 5 May 2011, Monsanto Europe applied to the rapporteur Member State for glyphosate, 
Germany, to set an MRL for glyphosate in lentils, in order to accommodate an authorised use 
of glyphosate on lentils in the United States and Canada. 

Monsanto submitted the required regulatory and scientific information to support its 
application. The information was evaluated by the competent German authorities. Their 
evaluation report and the application were then further assessed by the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA). In its Reasoned Opinion of 13 January 20121, EFSA concluded that the 
evaluated use of glyphosate on lentils and the resulting residues will not pose a public health 
concern, and recommended to set an MRL of 10 mg/kg. The Reasoned Opinion also 
summarises the relevant information, including results of submitted studies that led to its 
recommendation.

The implication made by the petitioner that residues of glyphosate are considered 100 times 
less harmful since 2012 is not correct, as the assessment of the toxicity of glyphosate or its 
residues was not changed. The MRL was amended due to information on a specific use that 
had not been evaluated before.

The same argument applies to the other comparison drawn by the petitioner, between MRLs 
for sorghum, rice and peanuts set at the limit of analytical determination on the one hand and 
barley, oats and soybeans set at 20 mg/kg on the other hand.

In contrast to the MRL for glyphosate in lentils, the MRLs in barley, oats and soybeans were 
already set by Member States before MRLs for pesticide residues were harmonised in the EU 
in 2008. The relevant regulatory and scientific information was evaluated by Member States’ 
competent authorities. A detailed review of all existing MRLs for glyphosate by EFSA is 
currently underway.

The general procedures and requirements for MRL setting are set out in Chapter II of 
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005.

                                                                                                                                                  
maximum residue levels for bifenazate, bifenthrin, boscalid, cadusafos, chlorantraniliprole, 
chlorothalonil, clothianidin, cyproconazole, deltamethrin, dicamba, difenoconazole, dinocap, 
etoxazole, fenpyroximate, flubendiamide, fludioxonil, glyphosate, metalaxyl-M, 
meptyldinocap, novaluron, thiamethoxam, and triazophos in or on certain products (OJ L 135, 
25.5.2012, p. 4–56)
1 European Food Safety Authority; Modification of the existing MRL for glyphosate in lentils. 
EFSA Journal 2012;10(1):2550.


