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NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

Petition 1015/2001 by Cathy Darling (Irish) on behalf of the association ‘Families Advocate 
Immediate Redress – FAIR’ regarding deregulation of taxis in Ireland 

1. Summary of petition 

The petitioners protest the iniquity of an Irish government decision to deregulate the taxi 
industry in an arbitrary and ill-conceived manner. Considerable financial losses were incurred 
by the petitioners as a result and hardship has been caused.  

2. Admissibility 

Declared admissible on 27 March 2002. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
175(3). 

3. Commission reply, received on 23 August 2002 

'The Commission's attention has already been drawn to this subject by a letter of 12 October 
2001 from Mr Gerard Collins, MEP, enclosing a copy of the complaint in question from the 
Fair Irish Ladies' Committee. 
 
After looking into the matter, the Commission replied, in a letter of 29 November 2001, that 
the liberalisation of the taxi sector was a domestic policy issue which, under the subsidiarity 
principle, did not fall within the scope of current Community law. 
 
Consequently, the Commission replied that there was no legal basis on which it could 
intervene.' 
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4. Written confirmation of information given orally by the Commission at the meeting 
of 22-23 January 2003 during which consideration of the petition was closed, received 
on 30 January 2003 

 
The petitioners object to what they regard as an unfair, arbitrary and ill-conceived decision by 
the Irish Government in November 2000 to deregulate taxi services resulting in considerable 
financial losses being incurred by the petitioners. 
 
In its communication of 22 August 2002, the Commission indicated that liberalisation of taxi 
services was a domestic policy issue which did not fall within the scope of current 
Community law. In other words, in the absence of any Community provisions, it is the 
responsibility of the Member States to adopt the necessary measures concerning this type of 
activity. This said, the measures taken by the national authorities must obviously comply with 
Community law. The Court of Justice has ruled that ‘even if a matter falls within the power of 
the Member States, the fact remains that the latter must exercise that power consistently with 
Community law’1. 
 
It does not appear in this respect that the deregulation measures adopted by the Irish 
authorities in November 2000 infringe any of the principles of Community law. More 
specifically the measures do not involve discrimination based on nationality or the place of 
establishment of the individuals or businesses. 
 
Independently of the way in which the deregulation measure was implemented and its 
implications, it does facilitate access to the Irish taxi sector for businesses established in other 
Member States and is therefore in accordance with the objectives of the common transport 
policy laid down in Articles 71 et seq. of the EC Treaty and, more particularly, the principle 
of freedom of establishment embodied in Article 43 of the Treaty. The Irish High Court 
issued a judgment to this effect on 13 October 2000 concerning Irish provisions in this area 
and the granting of taxi licences applicable prior to adoption of the deregulation measures in 
November 2000. Without wishing to comment on the conformity of the Court's interpretation 
with Community law, the Commission notes that the Court ruled the Irish provisions 
applicable to taxis, at the moment when the judgment was passed, constituted an infringement 
of the principle embodied in Article 12 of the EC Treaty banning all discrimination based on 
nationality. The Court effectively took the view that Irish provisions laying down very 
restrictive conditions for the issuing of taxi licences affected nationals of other Member States 
to a greater degree than Irish nationals. 
 
The Commission does not have documentation from the Irish authorities concerning the 
petition. 
 
In conclusion, the Commission argues that the petitioners' concerns are the responsibility of 
the Irish authority acting in accordance with Community law. Leaving aside the question of 
the desirability and fairness of the measures adopted by Ireland to deregulate the taxi sector, it 
does not appear from the substance of the petition forwarded to the Commission that the 
measures infringe any principles of Community law.     

                                                           
1 ECJ 5 November 2002, Commission v United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, C-466/98, 
paragraph 41. 


