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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0494/2006 by Thomas C Burke (Irish), on behalf of concerned residents of 
Lagavooren, on protection of an important aquifer in North Leinster (Ireland)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, on behalf of the concerned residents of Lagavooren (Ireland), criticizes the 
way an important aquifer for the North Leinster region is exploited by the local authorities. 
The petitioner explains that the Meath County Council granted permission to Cememt 
Limited to dewater their quarry. The petitioner criticizes the fact that the water is pumped into 
the river Nanny instead of the reservoir system. He challenges the local authorities' claim that 
the water is contaminated from the quarry floor, considering that this problem could be easily 
solved by some adjustment to the way the water is pumped out. He would like Parliament 
help to prevent further waste of water.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 November 2006. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 February 2007.

Background

Directive 2000/60/EC1 sets out the framework for Community action in the field of water 
policy (Water Framework Directive).  The Water Framework Directive (WFD), published in 
December 2000, establishes the need for detailed planning on the use of water resources to 
avoid non-sustainable solutions and irreversible damage to the environment, through the 
development of River Basin Management Plans (RBMP). The WFD requires the first RBMP 
to be published by December 2009.

                                               
1 OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1.
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From 2009 on, any plans or programmes that have an impact on water resources or water 
quality will have to be co-ordinated with the RBMP provisions, so that the WFD's 
environmental objectives can be achieved. One of these environmental objectives is the 
obligation to prevent the deterioration of the status of the water bodies.

Regarding groundwater resources, the WFD objectives concern both chemical and 
quantitative status. In this context, Member States have to protect, enhance and restore all 
bodies of groundwater and ensure a balance between abstraction and recharge of 
groundwater, with the aim of achieving good groundwater status before the end of 2015.

The Petition

The petitioner, on behalf of concerned residents of Lagavooren (Ireland), criticizes the way 
an important aquifer in the North Leinster region is exploited by the local authorities. He 
explains that the Meath County Council granted permission to a cement company to 
dewater their quarry at a rate of 15,000 m³ per day and to pump the (waste) water into the 
nearby River Nanny, which has the effect of losing water whereas there is a shortage of 
water in all of this area. The reason why the (waste) water is not pumped into the reservoir 
system is that it is contaminated by diesel etc.

The petitioner, therefore, asked the Council why the water from the aquifer could not be 
pumped out of the quarry (e.g. 500m away), thus still enabling dewatering of the quarry, 
and pump the (then clean) water into the reservoir system, so as to optimise the use of an 
important drinking water resource.

Comments from the Commission

As indicated in paragraph 1 above, the WFD establishes the need for a detailed planning on 
the use of water resources to avoid non-sustainable solutions and irreversible damages to 
the environment, through the development of River Basin Management Plans (RBMP).
With regard to groundwater quantitative status, the requirement is to ensure a balance 
between abstraction and recharge.

In other words, the reuse of pumped groundwater for drinking water purposes is not an 
obligation under the WFD, unless this is part of the measures to ensure the achievement of 
good quantitative status in a given area. In the light of the petitioner's description, the case 
does not appear to lead to a deterioration of a groundwater body (at least this is not 
demonstrated).

The Commission considers as very sound the recommendation made by the petitioner about 
the pumping of the groundwater 500m away from the quarry so that the uncontaminated 
water may be pumped into the reservoir system instead of being wasted into the River 
Nanny. This is, however, not an obligation under the WFD and is, therefore, left to the 
discretion of the Meath County Council.

It might be argued that the quarry operator is contaminating the water with hydrocarbons 
before discharging it into the river, and hence be subject to Directive 76/464/EEC on 
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pollution caused by certain dangerous substances discharged into the aquatic environment1, 
but this is not a concern raised by the petitioner and information is lacking to be able to 
evaluate if this could be the case.

Conclusion

In the light of the elements provided by the petitioner, the Commission is of the opinion 
that, at this stage, there is no reason to suspect a breach of the Water Framework Directive, 
as the quantitative status achievement does not seem to be endangered.

                                               
1 OJ L 129, 18.5.1976, p. 23-29.


