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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses concern at the differences between Catalonia and the other Spanish 
autonomous communities regarding funding for multiple sclerosis sufferers and is seeking 
action by the Union to ensure convergence between Member States and regions regarding the 
allocation of aid.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 May 2007. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 July 2007.

The Commission is aware of existing differences between Members States, at national and 
regional level, concerning treatment possibilities and reimbursement conditions related to 
several conditions and diseases, including multiple sclerosis (MS). However, the Member 
States are primarily responsible for the organisation and financing of health services and 
medical care. It is therefore up to the Member States to evaluate whether action must be taken 
in this regard.

The European Parliament has approved in December 2003 a report based upon a petition 
submitted by a British citizen with MS, Ms. L.M., and presented by the Parliament's 
Rapporteur Uma Aaltonen from Finland (herself a person with MS). It emphasised that MS 
affects people who are at the prime of their life (contrary to almost all other incapacitating 
diseases affecting people in similar numbers), when most have young families and career 
prospects. The report also highlighted the huge disparity in the way in which those affected 
are treated across the EU. 

To implement the conclusions of the EP Report, the European Multiple Sclerosis Platform 
(EMSP), an NGO that coordinates the efforts of 32 MS national organisations, launched the 
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'European Code of  Good Practice on the Rights and Quality Of Life of People Affected by 
Multiple Sclerosis'.

The Commission is taking action in the main fields covered in the proposal for a 'Code of 
Good Practice on the Rights and Quality of Life of People Affected by Multiple Sclerosis'. 
The Commission participated in the recent First European Conference on MS (29 and 30 May 
2007). This conference was organised in the framework of the 2006 Public Health Programme 
project "Multiple Sclerosis – the information dividend" led by the EMSP.

In the field of Equal rights and access to treatment, therapies and services in the management 
of Multiple Sclerosis, the Commission is developing a Community framework for safe, high 
quality and efficient health services, by reinforcing co-operation between Member States. 
Within this framework, there is an ongoing action to create reference networks for diseases 
allowing the sharing of knowledge and best practices to ensure equal rights to patients.

In the field of a shared agenda in Multiple Sclerosis research, the 7th Framework programme 
includes collaborative activities on “Research on the brain and related diseases, human 
development and ageing”, with a particular emphasis on translation of basic discoveries into 
clinical applications. In its first call, one topic on "neuron-glia interaction in health and 
disease" is of direct interest to the MS research community. Within the preceding programmes 
FP5 and FP6, the Commission has funded 18 projects on MS, the largest one in FP6 for € 
11.4 million addressing neuroprotective strategies for multiple sclerosis, "NeuroproMiSe". 

The Commission intends to discuss with Member States a proposal for a large European 
Consensus Conference on neurodegenerative diseases (including Multiple Sclerosis) to be 
held in 2009 or 2010. On the basis of conclusions endorsed by public and private stakeholders 
at that Conference, the Commission will be able to propose a Communication or other 
relevant policy initiative including specific actions in all the fields of disease prevention, 
research and management of this group of diseases.


