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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0070/2007 by Asociacion de Vecinos de Hondón de las Nieves 
(Spanish), on excessive urbanisation and potential detrimental impact on the 
environment in Hondón de las Nieves (Alicante)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner argues against the local authorities' decision to implement eight urbanization 
projects in Hondón de las Nieve (Alicante). The petitioner maintains that the plans, which are 
at different stages of the authorization process, would generate an excessive urbanization with 
detrimental impact on both the natural surroundings and the water resources and supply. The 
petitioner considers that the legislation on environmental impact assessment and public access 
to information has not been properly observed. The petitioner asks the European Parliament to 
have the situation investigated.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 May 2007. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 21 September 2007.

I.  The Petition

The petitioners explain that a draft General Urban Plan is currently under preparation and 
voice concerns that it foresees an extension of building land which will result in a significant 
increase in housing in the town of Hondón de las Nieves, Alicante Province (Spain). 
According to the petitioners, negative effects on the environment and, in particular, on 
resources are likely to result.
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II.  The Commission's comments on the petition

It is not possible to detect a breach of EC environmental legislation since:

a) The plan itself may have to be subjected to a Strategic Environmental Assessment pursuant 
to Directive 2001/42/EC[1], on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes 
on the environment, as a precondition for its approval;

b) The individual projects will have to follow the procedures set out in Council Directive 
85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985[2], on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 
projects on the environment, as modified by Council Directive 97/11/EC and Parliament and 
Council Directive 2003/35.

It will be within the framework of the above procedures that any likely effects on the 
environment should be identified, minimised and avoided.

III.  Conclusion

At this early planning stage, the Commission cannot identify any breaches of EC 
environmental legislation.  Should additional information pointing at a possible breach be 
presented, the Commission would of course further assess the situation.

                                               
[1] Directive 2001/42/EC, on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment 

(Official Journal L 197, 21/07/2001)

[2] Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 
projects on the environment (Official Journal L 175, 05/07/1985), as amended by Council Directive 
97/11/EC of 3 March 1997 (Official Journal L 073, 14/03/1997), and Directive 2003/35/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 26 May 2003 (Official Journal L 156 17 25.6.2003)


