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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0251/2007 by Marin Galea (Maltese), on behalf of Din L-Art Helwa, with 
more than 10,000 signatures, on the protection of the Ta' Cenc site (Gozo, Malta)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner pleads for the preservation of the Ta' Cenc site, an area rich in archaeological 
remains, with diverse flora and fauna, situated in Gozo (Malta). According to the petitioner 
part of the area has been proposed for Natura 2000 status, but lack of quick measures in this 
direction would encourage large scale development with irreversible detrimental effects on 
the natural environment. The petitioner asks the European Parliament to intervene and support 
the steps to have the site declared a Natura 2000 protected area.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 July 2007. Information requested from Commission under Rule
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 November 2007.

Background/Summary of the facts/History

The Ta’ Cenc site, is an area rich in archaeological remains, with diverse flora and fauna, 
situated in Gozo (Malta). Part of the area (cliff) has been designated by the Maltese 
authorities as a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the Birds Directive1, but 6.5 ha (or 25% 
of an Important Bird Area – IBA), which require a similar designation according to the IBA 
inventory, are still not classified. In addition, the Maltese authorities have recently indicated 
that they were also considering proposing the site of Ta' Ċenċ as a potential Site of 
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Community Interest (pSCI) according to the Habitats Directive1, on the basis of the criteria 
mentioned in Annex III of the directive and the best available scientific information. An 
application has been made recently (i.e. post-2004) to the Maltese authorities for the 
development of a recreational resort at the Ta' Cenc plateau. Permission has not yet been 
granted by the Malta Environment & Planning Authority (MEPA).

The petition

According to the petitioner, the designation is not sufficient and the lack of quick measures in 
this direction would encourage large scale development with irreversible detrimental effects on 
the natural environment. The petitioner asks the European Parliament to intervene and support 
the designation of the area as Natura 2000 site, which would then benefit from the clearer 
obligations under Art 6 of the Habitats Directive in relation to any development.

The Commission’s comments on the petition

The Commission is aware of the high ecological interest of the Ta' Cenc area. In the 
conclusions of the biogeographical seminar for the Mediterranean region for EU-10, which 
took place in Brussels on 6 December 2006, the Ta' Cenc area is mentioned as an area to be 
designated for habitat type (e.g. 8210: Calcareous Rocky Slopes with Chasmophytic 
Vegetation) and species of Community interest for which the seminar has concluded that the 
site designations by Malta were still insufficient. The Commission has invited the Maltese 
authorities to propose additional sites in order to cover these insufficiencies, particularly in 
the Ta' Cenc area. The Maltese authorities claim that this habitat type is particularly frequent 
in the Maltese Islands, especially in areas within the Maltese cliff and rdum communities. On 
the basis of current submissions, 86.8 Km of coastline or more than 85% of the Maltese cliff 
and rdum communities have been proposed as potential Sites of Community Interest, which, 
according to the Maltese authorities' opinion, are quite sufficient. Notwithstanding the above, 
Malta would still be considering proposing the site of Ta' Ċenċ, currently designated as an 
SPA, as a potential Site of Community Interest (Official reply from Malta of 25/09/07).

As far as the Maltese SPAs are concerned, the Commission's preliminary analysis identifies, 
as the main concern, the omission of marine SPAs from the designation and the fact that the 
boundaries of four SPAs, identified on the basis of an IBA designation, do not reflect the 
boundaries for the IBA sites, as a result of which, the integrity of these SPAs is undermined. 
This is the case for the Ta' Cenc plateau, where only the cliffs have been designated as SPA 
whilst the Commission considers that the lack of any proposal for a bigger SPA designation 
could have a negative impact on the site's integrity. Indeed, these IBAs hold important 
populations of Calonectris diomedea and Puffinus yelkouan, which together make up an 
important share of the minimum national breeding populations of these species. Earlier this 
year, the Commission informed Malta about the remaining insufficiencies, including the Ta' 
Cenc area, and requested clarification as to progress made regarding further designations. 
Finally, on 27 June 2007, the Commission sent a letter of formal notice to Malta on the issue 
of insufficient designation of SPAs.
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Conclusions

The Commission now expects from Malta that it will designate additional SPAs and pSCI and 
take all the necessary measures to make sure that the species and habitats of Community 
interest are protected in the potential SPAs and pSCI. If necessary, the Commission will 
pursue the ongoing infringement procedure in relation to insufficient SPA designation and 
open additional procedures if appropriate measures are not taken by Malta with regard to the 
designation and protection of additional sites where necessary.

The Commission is confident that this will help convince the Maltese authorities of the need 
to fully comply with the provisions of EU nature legislation. It will continue to monitor the 
situation and will inform the EP accordingly.


