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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0067/2007 by Mr Ioan Robu (Romanian), on behalf of dArhiescopia  
Romano-Catolică - Bucureşti, with 8656 signatures, on the detrimental 
impact of a construction project on the Saint Joseph Cathedral in Bucharest

Petition 0149/2007 by Mr Veniamin Aenasoaiei and Mr Mihai Damian Baciu 
(Romanian), on behalf of Institutul Teologic Romano-Catolic, bearing 2 
signatures, on the construction of a 20-storey building in the vicinity of Saint 
Joseph’s Cathedral in Bucharest

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner maintains that the construction of a sky-scraper in the vicinity of the Saint 
Joseph Cathedral in Bucharest would jeopardise the structure of this architectural historic 
monument. The petitioner argues that the construction project, located eight metres away 
from the Cathedral’s northern facade within an area declared a protected zone for historic 
monuments, has started without the necessary authorisations required by Romanian 
legislation. The petitioner states that no proper environmental impact assessment study was 
conducted and considers that EC Directive 85/384 as well as Article 151 of the EC Treaty 
were breached. The petitioner, whose objections at national level remained unanswered, asks 
the European Parliament to have the situation investigated and the project stopped.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 May 2007. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 November 2007.

‘These two petitions concern the potential danger resulting from the construction of a 20-
storey building (“Cathedral Plaza”) next to Saint Joseph’s Cathedral in Bucharest. The 
petitioners state that the Romanian Senate adopted a resolution on 9 November 2006 calling 
on the Government to halt this construction work, but the project is continuing. The 
petitioners consider it a serious threat to Saint Joseph’s Cathedral, which is a national 
monument.
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The Commission notes the petitioners’ request with regard to the construction project next to 
Saint Joseph’s Cathedral. Nevertheless, it wishes to point out that the EU has no direct 
competence concerning protection of the European heritage. Article 151 of the Treaty 
provides that Community action should contribute to the flowering of the cultures of the 
Member States, while respecting their national and regional diversity and bringing the 
common cultural heritage to the fore. 

It is therefore for the national authorities to judge whether such projects are appropriate and to 
assess any potential risks that may be involved. The Commission can therefore only suggest 
that the petitioners address themselves to the relevant national authorities.

In relation to the development consent for the Cathedral Plaza building complex, the 
construction of urban development projects, including shopping centres and car parks, falls 
under Annex II of Directive 85/337/EEC1 on the assessment of the effects of certain public 
and private projects on the environment (“EIA Directive”). These are projects for which an 
EIA is not compulsory. Projects in the categories listed in Annex II are to be subject to a 
“screening” where Member States determine the likely significant effects on the environment. 
This determination may be carried out through a case-by-case examination, by setting thresholds 
or criteria, or by a combination of these methods, taking account of the relevant selection criteria 
in Annex III to the Directive. According to the information provided, the Commission can not 
determine if a “screening” has been carried out for this project. In any case, the information 
provided shows that the project was initiated before 1 January 2007 - date of accession of 
Romania to the EU - when EC law became applicable for Romania. 

In the light of the above, the Commission cannot identify a breach of EC environmental law, 
on the basis of the information provided, since the EIA Directive was not applicable in 
Romania on the date of the start of the development consent procedure (the development 
consent issued by the Sector 1 City Hall for this project is dated 24 February 2006).’

                                               
1 Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 
projects on the environment (Official Journal L 175, 05/07/1985), amended by Council Directive 97/11/EC of 3 
March 1997 amending Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 
projects on the environment (Official Journal L 073, 14/03/1997), and Directive 2003/35/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 26 May 2003 (L 156 17 25.6.2003) 


