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Committee on Petitions

19.12.2007

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0233/2003 by Christos Polyzogopoulos (Greek), on behalf of the General 
Confederation of Greek Workers (GSEE), with one signature, on non-compliance 
by Greece with Council Directive 1999/70/EC of 28 June 1999 concerning the 
framework agreement on fixed-term work concluded by ETUC, UNICE and 
CEEP

Petition 0455/2005 by Magdalini Tsipra, Greek, on behalf of the P.O.E.I.D.D. 
(Panhellenic Federation of Public Servants Employed under Private Law), on non-
compliance by Greece with Council Directive 99/70/EC concerning the 
framework agreement on fixed term work concluded by ETUC, UNICE and 
CEEP

1. Summary of petition 0233/2003

The petitioner, GSEE chairman, indicates that Greece has not yet adopted the necessary laws 
and administrative provisions to implement the above directive despite the fact that the 
deadline, together with the 12-month extension accorded to Greece in view of the specific 
difficulties arising, expired on 10 July 2002. The petitioner calls on the European Parliament 
to take action with a view to ensuring that the directive is implemented in Greece so as to 
ensure equal treatment and acceptable employment contracts for temporary workers in 
Greece.

Summary of petition 0455/2005

The petitioner, on behalf of the above organisation, indicates that Greece has not yet complied 
with the above directive, referring in this connection to the new Greek law under which it is 
evidently no longer necessary to comply with judgements giving dismissed workers a degree 
of interim legal protection. The petitioner asks the European Parliament to take action to 
ensure immediate compliance with the above directive in Greece to ensure that Greek 
employers with fixed term contracts receive equal treatment and the contractual conditions to 
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which they are entitled under EU legislation

2. Admissibility

Petition 0233/2003 Declared admissible on 17 October 2003.
Petition 0455/2005 Declared admissible on 22 September 2005.
Information requested from Commission under Rule 192(4).

3. Commission interim reply, received on 19 December 2007.

Background and complaint

The petitioners complain that Greece has not yet complied with Directive 1999/70/EC on 
fixed-term work.  Although Greece has transposed the Directive, the petitioners claim that 
there are procedural rules which hinder compliance with judgements giving dismissed 
workers a degree of interim protection.  They call on the European Parliament to take action 
to ensure immediate compliance with Directive 1999/70/EC on fixed-term work to ensure 
employers with fixed-term contracts receive equal treatment and the contractual conditions to 
which they are entitled under EU legislation.

Commission comments

The Commission contacted the Greek authorities concerning the enforcement of interim court 
decisions against the Greek public sector, who have advised that it is not the general courts 
but the administrative courts which have jurisdiction to adjudicate on matters relating to the 
conversion of fixed-term contracts into permanent contracts in the Greek public sector and 
that the procedural rules in question do not affect the full and effective implementation of the 
measures adopted to transpose Directive 1999/70/EC.  This position has been confirmed by 
Judgment No. 19/2007 of the Hellenic Supreme Court.  

However, the Commission Services intend to write again to the Greek authorities, inviting 
them to clarify the overall legal regime applying to the transitional period, which may involve 
national legislation that goes beyond the transposition measures for Directive 1999/70/EC.

Conclusions

In the light of the explanations given by the Greek authorities, the Commission does not see 
any grounds for taking action against Greece for non-transposition of Directive 1999/70/EC.

However, the Commission will continue to keep under review the implementation of 
Directive 1999/70/EC in Greece, in particular with respect to the implementation and 
application of the legal regime applying to the transitional period (July 2002 to July 2004). It 
will analyse any further information to be received from the Greek authorities and will not 
hesitate to take further steps in the light of that information if need be.


