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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0632/2008 by Robert Biedron (Polish), on behalf of ‘Kampania Przeciw 
Homofobii’ (Campaign against Homophobia), on the Polish authorities’
unwillingness to issue certificates of civil status to Polish citizens wishing to enter 
into a registered partnership with a person of the same sex in another Member 
State

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is the chair of the above-mentioned association, refers to the fact that, 
when a Polish citizen contracts marriage or a registered partnership abroad, he or she must 
submit a certificate of civil status issued by the competent Polish authorities. He notes, 
however, that the Polish authorities refuse to issue civil status certificates to Polish citizens 
wishing to enter into a registered partnership with a person of the same sex in another 
Member State and are thus contravening a number of principles and legal acts adopted by the 
EU, including the ban on discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and the right of 
freedom of movement.
The petitioner therefore calls on the European Parliament to intervene so that the Polish 
authorities will be forced to review their practices.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 October 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 January 2009.

‘The petitioner maintains that, when a Polish citizen wishes to enter into marriage or a 
registered partnership outside Poland, he or she must provide a certificate of civil status issued 
by the Polish authorities. According to the petitioner, the Polish authorities refuse to issue 
such a certificate if the citizen wishes to enter into a same-sex partnership.
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The central question of this petition concerns the issuing of civil status records by the Polish 
authorities to enable Polish citizens to live in a partnership with the person of their choice in a 
Member State other than that of which they are nationals.

The refusal to issue certificates of civil status to Polish citizens does not infringe their right of 
freedom of movement as set out in Article 18 of the EC Treaty. Possession of this kind of 
certificate is not necessary in order to exercise this right.

The issuing of certificates of civil status is the exclusive responsibility of the Member States.

At the present time there is no Community instrument relating to the issuing of civil status 
records.

The Commission is examining the question of recognition of civil status records in the 
European Union in order that, for example, citizens’ marriages and partnerships may be taken 
into consideration in countries other than those in which they were contracted.’


