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Subject: Petition 0915/2008 by Dorothea Erndt (German) on the situation at the 
German Covance animal test laboratory and a ban on animal testing on large 
anthropoids

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to animal testing and specifically refers in this context to the German 
Covance animal test laboratory where, according to PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals) non-human primates are subject to gross neglect and unnecessary suffering.  The 
petitioner therefore asks the European Parliament to take action in order to ensure that animal 
test laboratories such as Covance are called to account for their mistreatment of animals and 
that a total ban is introduced on animal testing on large anthropoids.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 November 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

Directive 86/609/EEC on the protection of animals used for experimental and other scientific 
purposes1 was transposed into national legislation in 1989. All animal experiments in the EU 
must comply with the provisions of the directive. 

On 5 November 2008, the Commission submitted a proposal for a revision of Directive 
86/609/EEC2. The aim of the revision is to strengthen legislation in the area of animal 
experimentation in the EU and to ensure that the animals still used in experiments receive 
appropriate care and humane treatment. In particular, the revision will be looking into the 
                                               
1 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/home_en.htm
2 OJ L 345, 31.12.2003, p.90
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requirements and conditions for the authorisation of experiments, personnel and 
establishments, inspections of establishments which breed, supply or use experimental 
animals, and standards of housing and care of the animals.

The Commission understands the term 'large anthropoids' used by the petitioner as referring to 
great apes. In the new proposal it is the Commission's aim to ban the use of great apes in 
scientific procedures. Only when survival of the species itself is at stake, or in the case of an 
unexpected outbreak of a life-threatening or debilitating disease, can a Member State 
exceptionally be granted permission for their use. In addition, the Commission aims at 
supporting an overall decline in the use of animals through encouraging the development of 
alternative methods. In relation to establishments using and breeding animals for experimental 
purposes, including non-human primates, the proposal for a revised Directive foresees a 
number of elements that will improve the level of care and protection of these animals. 

The Commission can confirm that there are currently no ongoing cases of violation of 
Community law under investigation in relation to this company, or any other research 
establishment using animals within the EU. Should any information on violations of measures 
laid down by Directive 86/609/EEC be brought to light, the Commission would launch an 
investigation into the matter.   
Conclusion

Current EU legislation allows experiments to be carried out on non-human anthropoidea. 
These animals fall under the scope of a directive which provides minimum standards for their 
protection during their lifetime and which will be improved over the coming years through the
revision of this directive. It should be noted that great apes have not been used in any 
scientific procedures in the EU for almost ten years, and their use will be banned, except in 
strictly limited and justified circumstances as mentioned above, should the Commission 
proposal to revise Directive 86/609/EEC be adopted as legislation without amendments to this 
provision.

With current scientific knowledge, the European Commission is not in a position to prohibit 
the use of any other species of animal in scientific procedures. However, with the revision it 
aims to lay down rules ensuring that all scientific procedures are carried out humanely and the 
breeding and handling of experimental animals will take into account the latest scientific 
information on the welfare of animals in line with the Principle of the Three Rs to replace, 
reduce and refine the use of animals for scientific purposes.


