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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1024/2008 by Mr. T.B (Irish), on behalf of The Friends of the 
Aquifer ltd, on alleged irregularities in the process of granting a licence for 
building an incinerator at Carranstown (Meath County, Ireland)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner considers that the procedures for granting the licence for building and operating 
an incinerator at Carranstown (Meath County, Ireland) would have been seriously disrupted. 
According to him, the competent Irish authorities would have allowed the developer to 
modify the original planning application which covered a site extremely vulnerable to 
pollution. The petitioner maintains that the developer should have entered a new application 
subject to public consultation. The petitioner estimates that by allowing a substantially 
modified planning application, the authorities would have circumvented the provisions on 
public consultation and, therefore, breached the legislation in force. The petitioner alleges that 
the incinerator would pose a serious pollution threat to the only regionally important aquifer 
in North Leinster and asks the European Parliament to investigate the matter.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 December 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 April 2009.

The petitioner considers that the correct procedures for granting the licence for building and 
operating an incinerator at Carranstown (Meath County, Ireland) have not been followed. 
According to the petitioner, the competent Irish authorities have allowed the developer to 
modify the original planning application which covered a site extremely vulnerable to 
pollution. The petitioner maintains that the developer should have submitted a new 
application subject to public consultation. The petitioner considers that by allowing a 
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substantially modified planning application, the authorities have circumvented the provisions 
on public consultation and, therefore, breached the legislation in force. The petitioner alleges 
that the incinerator would pose a serious pollution threat to the only regionally important 
aquifer in North Leinster and asks the European Parliament to investigate the matter

The Commission’s comments on the petition

All waste incineration plants have to comply with Directive 2000/76/EC1 on the incineration of 
waste and, depending on their capacity and the type of waste incinerated, most of these 
installations also fall under the requirements of Directive 2008/1/EC2 on integrated pollution 
prevention and control. 

Waste incineration installations have also to comply with the requirements of Council 
Directive 85/337/EEC (known as the Environmental Impact Assessment or EIA Directive) as 
amended3.  This directive sets out a specific procedure to be followed to ensure that the 
environmental impact of proposed projects is assessed before development consent is granted.
For waste incineration installations with a capacity exceeding 100 tonnes per day an EIA is 
mandatory. Below this threshold, Member States have to determine through a process called 
screening, whether such an assessment is needed. Any EIA procedure must include a 
consultation of the competent environmental authorities and of the public concerned.  
According to information gathered on An Bord Pleanála's website, an EIA has duly been 
carried out and an oral hearing held.

It should also be noted that the responsibility for implementing EC law correctly lies 
primarily with Member States.  The Commission has no powers to substitute Member State 
authorities in their planning activities and in their decisions, for example, on authorising a 
development plan for an incinerator.  It is up to the Irish authorities to undertake appropriate 
measures to ensure that such plans and related projects do not pose serious environmental 
risks.

Conclusion

On the basis of the information presented by the petitioner, the Commission cannot identify 
any breach of EC environmental legislation.  Should the petitioner communicate to the 
Petitions Committee additional information, the Commission would then re-examine the case.

                                               
1 OJ L 332, 28.12.2000
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