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a ban on animal experiments

1. Summary of petition

With reference to the revision of Council Directive 86/609/EEC on the approximation of 
laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States regarding the protection 
of animals used for experimental and other scientific purposes, the petitioner calls on the 
European Parliament, in cooperation with the Commission, to take measures immediately to 
ensure that an end is put to animal experiments and to investigate the possibilities of granting 
more financial aid to establish and legally authorise alternative methods.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 December 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 15 May 2009.

The European Commission acknowledges that the continued use of animals for biomedical 
research or regulatory safety testing may sometimes be unavoidable and that animals will 
continue to be necessary in some scientific procedures for the foreseeable future. Today, for 
example, the hazards of certain substances such as chemicals can only insufficiently be 
determined with the available in vitro test methods (using no test animals). This is noted in a 
report published by the European Centre for the Validation of Alternative methods, ECVAM1

of the Commission's Joint Research Centre. Use of in vitro methods alone would therefore 
                                               
1 A. P. Worth, M. Balls (ed.), alternative (Non-animal) Methods for chemicals test Ing: Current status and Future 

Prospects  – A report prepared by ECVAM and the ECVAM Working Group on chemicals. ATLA 30, 
Supplement 1, July 2002.
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underestimate the hazards of substances which could be harmful to human health and the 
environment. As a result, the use of a number of animals is still necessary to ensure levels of 
safety for humans and the environment. Furthermore, the Commission's Scientific Committee 
on Health and Environmental Risks concluded in its opinion of January 2009, that based on 
current available scientific evidence, there are no valid scientific reasons to support a 
discontinuation of the use of non-human primates in basic and applied research, or in the 
development and testing of new drugs. However, they recommended that this position should
be regularly reviewed in the light of the validated alternatives that are constantly being
developed.  

Against this situation and in particular the fact that the use of animals in scientific procedures 
cannot be prohibited, the Commission aims instead to strengthen the legislation in the area of 
animal experimentation and to facilitate the reduction of animal use through the revision of 
Directive 86/609/EEC. The Commission aims to ensure that the animals still used in 
experiments receive appropriate care and humane treatment in line with the EC Treaty’s 
Protocol on Animal Welfare. The proposal should tighten controls on animal use by 
introducing for example, compulsory ethical evaluations for each proposed project using 
animals and improving the housing and care provided to experimental animals. 

Regarding the improved uptake of alternative methods, the principles of the Three Rs - the 
replacement, reduction and refinement of the use of animals in experiments - will be anchored 
in the proposal to revise Directive 86/609/EEC with a requirement to take them fully into 
account during all aspects of animal use and care.

The Commission believes strongly in the need to find alternative methods to testing on 
animals. Where this is not possible, the number of animals used must be reduced or the testing 
methods refined so as to cause less harm to the animals. 
There will be a continued requirement for the Commission and the Member States to 
contribute to the development and validation of alternative approaches. For example, in the 
proposal Member States will be required to designate a national reference laboratory for the 
validation of alternative methods. This will create a pool of experts in Member States to allow 
further resources to be brought into the validation process, especially important as ECVAM is 
expecting an increasing number of methods to enter the formal validation phase in the future.
There are various other initiatives contributing to this common goal, varying from 
Commission-funded research programmes, to validation efforts within the EU and 
internationally. Initiatives such as European Partnership for Alternatives to Animal testing 
(EPAA) also play an important role in advancing this objective.
Furthermore, the Commission recently communicated its commitment to the European 
Parliament outlining new efforts taking place in this area. The Commission committed itself 
to improving the process, from the beginning of the validation to the adoption of a new
method for regulatory purposes. The Commission has already started work streamlining the 
EU regulatory acceptance process by reducing the number of steps thereof and introducing 
strict deadlines; introducing a preliminary regulatory analysis before proceeding to scientific 
validation, in order to better focus on alternative methods suitable for regulatory purposes; 
providing for increased transparency of the process through a dedicated website tracking the 
progress of individual methods; accelerating the validation of alternative methods by 
implementing an integrated testing strategy involving support to ECVAM from teams 
involved in risk management; working with the OECD with a view to making their processes 
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more efficient and transparent and by monitoring the OECD process closely in each 
individual case and to launch the EU process for regulatory approval in case of undue delay. 

With the revision of Directive 86/609/EEC, the Commission aims to lay down rules ensuring 
that such procedures are carried out humanely, only when absolutely necessary and when 
there is no alternative available. The current directive provides minimum standards for the 
protection of animals during their lifetime and will be improved over the coming years 
through the revision of Directive 86/609/EEC. The Commission's proposal to revise the 
directive was adopted on 5th November 2008 and is now undergoing the co-decision process.

Finally, as the Commission recognises that the best way forward is to replace animal tests 
with non-animal methods, it has undertaken numerous projects and initiatives with this in 
mind. These include the development of alternative methods under the Community Research 
Framework Programme, co-ordinated efforts on the validation work with a proposal to 
increase further resources in this area in the EU and, finally, the improvement of procedures 
leading to faster regulatory acceptance of alternative methods, both in the EU and 
internationally.


