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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1676/2008 by Kay Keane (Irish) on road safety in Ireland

Petition 0088/2009 by Sean Farren (Irish) on the failure of the Irish 
authorities to ensure road safety 

1. Summary of Petition 1676/2008

The petitioner denounces the disregard for road safety in Ireland after her daughter and 
partner were killed in a traffic accident due to lack of road signs or road markings at a 
junction. According to the petitioner, local authorities have denied her access to the file of the 
accident and tried to avoid responsibility by locating the accident at a different junction which 
had road signs. The petitioner argues that road safety in Ireland is generally poor and 
maintains that statistics on causalities caused by lack of proper road signage are inaccurate 
due to practices as such described above. Moreover, she feels that Irish authorities are 
disregarding the provisions of the Road Infrastructure Safety Management Directive 
2006/0182.

Summary of Petition 0088/2009

The petitioner maintains that Irish local authorities would constantly fail to ensure road safety 
when conducting public works and denounces their lack of transparency and accountability. 
The petitioner describes the tragic car accident in which his daughter lost her life, arguing that 
that the main causes were the loose chippings covering unfinished road works and the 
improper road signs. The petitioner explains that the case is not singular and criticizes the use 
of Dense Bitumen Macadam (DBM) as final road surface for local roads in Ireland. 
According to the petitioner, DBM deteriorates very fast leaving the road extremely slippery. 
Therefore, it is not recommended as final road surface and is normally covered with two other 
layers of road preparation. Furthermore, the petitioner denounces the legal ambiguities which 
make it difficult to ascertain who is responsible for holding the local authorities accountable 
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for improper and unsafe road maintenance especially when they ignore general guidelines and 
fail to adhere to the safety plans for specific road works. 

2. Admissibility

Petition 1676/2008 declared admissible on 25 March 2009.
Petition 0088/2009 declared admissible on 12 May 2009.
The Commission was asked to provide information under Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 15 May 2009.

The 'Directive 2006/0812' mentioned in the petitions is actually a proposal for a directive 
presented by the Commission in 2006. Since then, the directive has been adopted by 
codecision.1

Member States must comply with this directive by 19 December 2010 at the latest. The 
directive applies to the trans-European road network. Inasmuch as the petition mentions 'local 
authorities,' it is likely that the accident in question took place on a secondary road. 
  
Conclusion

The Member State in question, Ireland, has not breached current European law, since the 
deadline for transposition has not expired.

With regard to the allegations of irregularities in the investigation, the Commission has no 
power to intervene.

                                               
1 Directive 2008/96/EC of the European Parliament and the Council of 19 November 2008 on road safety 
infrastructure management, OJ L 319, 29 November 2008, p. 59.


