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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1289/2008 by Mary Suzanne O'Connor  (Greek and British), on behalf 
of Greek and British, on the Greek authorities' infringements of the provisions 
of the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council (EC) no 
998/2003 on the animal health requirements applicable to the non-commercial 
movement of pet animals

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to the Greek circular no 258864 which contains a number of provisions 
contrary to Regulation (EC) no 998/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
the animal health requirements applicable to the non-commercial movement of pet animals. 
The petitioner refers, in particular, to the provisions of the circular concerning chip marking, 
restricting the number of animals in transport and return journey declaration and the circular's
misinterpretation of the Regulation's references to non-commercial transport. The petitioner 
therefore calls on the European Parliament to examine whether the Greek circular is 
consistent with the provisions of the above-mentioned Regulation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 February 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 June 2009.

In response to the petition, it should be highlighted that Regulation (EC) No 998/2003 ('The 
Regulation') lays down animal health rules applicable to the non commercial movements of 
pet animals within and into the EU. This Regulation shall not apply to movements of pet 
animals within the same Member State. 
As regards identification of pet animals ("contravention n°1"), in compliance with the 
Regulation, dogs, cats and ferrets moved for non commercial purposes from one Member 
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State to another must be identified either by a microchip or a tattoo by 3 July 2011. The 
electronic identification system shall be a read-only passive radio frequency identification 
device ('transponder') complying with international ISO 11784 standards and capable of being 
read by a reading device compatible with international ISO 11785 standards. ISO 11784 
standards describe the structure and the information content of the codes stored in the 
transponder. The codes shall contain either the country code or the manufacturer code. The 
competent authority of the Member States shall ensure that the veterinarians issuing the 
passports apply transponders complying with ISO 11784 standards.

The compliance with those international standards allows the control authorities in Member 
States to check the identity of a pet animal whatever the origin of the pet animal and the 
veterinarians in Member States to issue a passport on the basis of the information read from 
the transponder. According to the translation provided, the Commission would agree that the 
following wording of paragraph 6 of the Greek circular "which bears the Greek ISO code, 
since it was issued by a Greek veterinarian" may be confusing.

As regards the number of pet animals ("contraventions n°2 and 5"), the Regulation does not 
limit the number of pets being moved within the EU for non commercial purposes. It does 
however establish, for non commercial movements from third countries, a maximal limit of 
five pet animals which have to pass through travellers' points of entry designated by the 
competent authorities of Member States and where documentary and identity checks are 
performed. The provisions of Council Directive 92/65/EEC apply to non commercial 
movements of more than five pet animals from third countries, the consignment being 
subjected by the competent authority to the checks provided for in Council Directive 
91/496/EEC at a veterinary border inspection post approved for that purpose.

As regards the purpose of the movement ("contravention n°3"), the Regulation does not 
specify the purpose of the non commercial movements and the provisions apply for both 
permanent and temporary movement to another Member State.

As regards the "unaccompanied" pet animals ("contravention n°4"), to fall within the 
definition of "pet animal" and therefore the scope of the Regulation, the animals must:
(i) be of a species listed in Annex I; 
(ii) accompany their owner or natural person responsible for such animals on behalf of the 
owner during the movement; and 
(iii) not be intended to be sold or transferred to another owner.

Therefore, if one or more of these requirements are not met, the animals being moved cannot 
be considered as "pet animals" within the meaning of the Regulation and therefore fall outside 
its scope. 

The seventh Q&A of http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/qanda_en.htm
considered misleading has been removed.


