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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1300/2008 by Angel Lashev  (Bulgarian), on behalf of the 'Steering 
Committee for Environmental Protection of the Town of Novi Iskar', bearing 
1920 other signatures, on disastrous pollution of the Novi Iskar suburb of Sofia 
through hazardous waste

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner describes the disastrous pollution of the Novi Iskar suburb of Sofia, which is 
due to the dumping of hazardous waste at an adjacent military airport. The petitioner points 
out that the waste in question originates from a medical company and contains toxic 
substances such as formalin, aniline, dimethyl sulphide and phenylhydrazine. The petitioner 
points out that these and other pollutants present have very serious implications for the local 
residents' health. The petitioner therefore calls on the European Parliament to undertake a 
thorough investigation of the matter, including taking samples of the polluted soil and ground 
and surface water, with a view to putting a stop to this blatant infringement of EU 
environment principles and ensuring that the citizens concerned are able to live in a clean and 
healthy environment in the future.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 February 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 June 2009.

The Commission has been informed that, in May and June 2008, between 60 000 and 
100 000 m3 of excavated soil was transported through the town of Novi Iskar and then 
landfilled in the area of Mecha Rovina.  This soil originated from the site of Sopharma JSC 
located in Iliantzi – Sofia. According to the initial information provided :
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- The waste was showing hazardous properties due to the concentration of toxic   substances 
and because of the heavy and unpleasant odour;
- After 30 June 2008, the disposal of the contaminated soil ceased and the disposal of 
construction and demolition waste and household waste started, aiming to cover-up the 
disposal of the already deposited soil.

The Commission immediately initiated a preliminary investigation and identified that illegal 
dumping of excavated soil was indeed carried out from the site of Sopharma JSC to the area 
of Mecha Rovina in Novi Iskar. Following the Commission's inquiry, the competent national 
authorities carried out a number of inspections, took samples, tested them and imposed 
administrative enforcement measures for this violation against Sopharma JSC. According to 
the latest information, Sopharma JSC, on the basis of the binding instructions of the national 
competent authority, has started the transportation of the excavated soil from the Mecha 
Rovina to the permitted landfill for inert waste at Vrazhdebna. The transportation is being 
carried out by a company, licensed to do so in accordance with the relevant waste 
management legislation.

The samples taken by the competent authority were tested and the results showed that the 
waste in question was composed of excavated soil, construction and demolition waste which 
did not show hazardous characteristics.  According to the information made available to the 
Commission, the results of the tests did not show any presence of household waste on the site. 

The Commission considers that the infringement will be corrected in the very near future. In 
the meantime, however, the Commission will continue monitoring the situation to ensure that 
a breach of community legislation does not persist.


