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Subject: Petition 1421/2008 by Gunar Erhardt (German), on non-compliance in 
Germany with legislation on equal treatment of people with disabilities

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner considers that the German authorities are failing to comply with European 
legislation on equal treatment of people with disabilities. To illustrate this view, he refers to 
his objections to a planned tunnel in which he maintains it would be impossible for someone 
with a disability, such as himself, to reach safety in the event of an emergency. The distance 
between the rescue points with fireproof doors in the tunnel is 300 m, while the maximum 
time to reach safety is set at 5 minutes. In the petitioner’s view that means certain death for 
wheelchair users. He also says that the safety level in this tunnel is worse than in other tunnels 
because the stricter EU standards do not apply to tunnels that are not on trans-European 
routes. Even a better surveillance system would not improve the safety and survival chances 
for people with disabilities in the tunnel. The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to 
ensure that the German authorities actually implement equal treatment for people with 
disabilities in practice. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 March 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 June 2009.

Under the current Community legal framework:
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 Legislation on equal treatment of people with disabilities is limited to employment, 
occupation and vocation training.1

 Legislation on safety in road tunnels is limited to tunnels of the Trans European network 
which have a length of 500 meters at least2.

The Commission is not competent to intervene on the basis of provisions of equal treatment of 
people with disabilities as, under the current Community legal framework, legislation on non-
discrimination on the grounds of disability is limited to employment, occupation and vocation 
training.

Furthermore, the Commission is not competent to intervene on the basis of provisions of 
safety in road tunnels as, under the current Community legal framework, this legislation is 
limited to tunnels of the Trans European network which have a length of 500 meters at least.

                                               
1 Directive 2000/78/EC, OJ L 303, 2.12.2000, p.16  
2  Directive 2004/54/EC, OJ L 167, 30.4.2004, p. 39


