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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1499/2008 by Jos Aalders (Dutch), on behalf of the Children’s 
Ombudsman, on the compulsory installation of movement detectors in cars

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for the installation of movement detectors in all private cars. He gives 
some recent examples of cases in which children died or nearly died because they were left in 
cars. The petitioner says that a movement detector, like compulsory child seats and safety 
belts, can prevent a lot of suffering, because it sends out a signal to ensure that parents or 
carers do not leave their child behind.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 March 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 June 2009.

Most categories of passenger cars are subject to EC whole vehicle type-approval on a 
mandatory basis.  As a result, these categories of motor vehicles must comply with all the 
relevant EC type-approval directives in order to be placed on the market.  The EC type-
approval directives lay down a wide range of construction and functioning requirements that 
are based on numerous safety and environmental objectives.  As the petitioner points out, 
there are detailed requirements concerning car safety belts and restraint systems (Directive 
77/541/EEC as amended).  A new EC Regulation, designed to improve road safety type-
approval requirements of motor vehicles, is currently being discussed by the European 
Parliament and Council.1  

                                               
1  Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning type-
approval requirements for the general safety of motor vehicles (COM (2008)316 final, 
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As yet, there are no plans, however, to include the installation of movement detectors as a 
separate EC type-approval requirement for motor vehicles. The introduction of Community 
legislation in this area would have to be based on recognized studies that demonstrate that 
such a measure, as a technical requirement for vehicles, was a necessary and proportionate 
response to the issue.  The Commission is not aware of any studies on the extent of this 
problem, or whether such detectors, as a condition of whole vehicle type-approval, could 
address the concerns raised by the petitioner in a satisfactory way.  For example, it may be 
more efficient to sell these movement detectors as separate items rather than as a construction 
requirement for the vehicle itself, particularly as only a certain percentage of car owners have 
small children.  Furthermore, the introduction of a detector as a mandatory type-approval 
requirement could only affect new vehicles placed on the market as from a future date and 
therefore would not represent a solution in respect of vehicles already in circulation.    

In any event, the absence of such a type-approval requirement does not necessarily prevent 
the introduction of national measures in relation to the use of movement detectors in vehicles 
provided that these measures comply with Community law.       

Conclusion

The Commission accepts that any case of a preventable death of a child is a matter of very 
serious concern.  Nevertheless, there are likely to be  more efficient ways to address the issue 
than as a construction requirement for vehicles.  In particular, Member States would be 
entitled to take steps in relation to the use of such detectors.
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