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Subject: Petition 1778/2008 by Ingela Bursjöö (Swedish), on behalf of the Föreningen 
Rädda Finngösravinen och Björnedammsdalen, on protection of the natural 
environment in the Finngös ravine and the Björnedamm valley in the municipality 
of Patille in Greater Gothenburg   

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to intervene to prevent plans to build a road 
through the Finngös ravine and Björnedamm valley in the municipality of Patille in Greater 
Gothenburg. The petitioner stresses that the road project is contrary to EU environmental 
legislation and, in particular, the provisions of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, Council Directive 79/409/EEC on 
the protection of wild birds, the Commission’s communication on sustaining ecosystem 
services for human well-being, Regulation (EC) No 2152/2003 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council concerning monitoring of forests and environmental interactions in the 
Community, and the principles of the EU’s 6th Environmental Action Programme. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 3 April 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 June 2009.

This petition was submitted on behalf of a society (Föreningen Rädda Fingösaravinen och 
Björndammsdalen) which counts over 2 000 members and which was founded in 1984 in order 
to preserve the area and to turn it into a nature reserve. The petitioners express concern about the 
comprehensive plan (översiktsplan) for the Partille municipality (February 2006) in Greater 
Gothenburg. (A comprehensive plan shall provide guidance for decisions about the use of land 



PE 427.016 2/2 CM\785754EN.doc

EN

and water areas and on the development and preservation of the built environment; it is not 
binding for authorities or individuals.) In this plan, a road (thoroughfare - according to the 
petition, local road - according to the comprehensive plan) is foreseen in the Finngösa ravine. 

The petitioner stresses that the road project is contrary to EU environmental legislation. He 
draws attention to the fact that a referendum in 2004 showed a majority against this road.

The relevant Community legislation in this case is Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (Habitats Directive). According to 
Articles 6.3 and 6.4 of this directive, any plan or project not directly connected with or 
necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either 
individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate 
assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site's conservation objectives. In the 
light of the conclusions of the assessment, the competent national authorities shall agree to the 
plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of 
the site concerned. If the assessment shows that significant negative effects on the site are to 
be expected, then the project can only be authorised in the absence of an alternative solution, 
if it is justified by imperative reasons of overriding public interest and if appropriate 
compensatory measures are taken to protect the coherence of the Natura 2000 network. 

The Natura 2000 site mentioned in the petition is the site n° SE0520183, Säveån, nedre delen. 
This site is properly identified in the comprehensive plan. Any road building project in the 
Finngösa ravine would, therefore, be subject to the above-mentioned provisions. 

Conclusions 

The provisions of Article 6.3 of the Habitats Directive apply to any plan or project likely to have 
a significant negative effect on a Natura 2000 site. So far there are not yet any concrete and 
legally binding plans or projects to build a road or thoroughfare, to which these provisions would 
have had to be applied. Any future road building project will, of course, have to comply with EU 
legislation and be subject to an appropriate assessment of its impact on the Natura 2000 sites that 
have been identified in the comprehensive plan. It will then be for the national competent 
authorities to assess whether such a project would be likely to have significant effects on the 
conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site and to implement the above-mentioned 
provisions accordingly. 


