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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1254/2008 by Konstantinos Aivaliotis (Greek), bearing one other 
signature, on the construction of a nuclear power plant at Akkuyu on the Turkish 
Mediterranean coast

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to the Turkish Government’s plans to build a nuclear power plant at 
Akkuyu in south-west Turkey, a short distance from the Mediterranean coast. The petitioner 
points out that the planned site for the nuclear power plant is an area prone to earthquakes and 
that not only Turkey but also the other countries in the region around the eastern 
Mediterranean will be polluted by radioactivity in the event of an accident. The petitioner also 
points out that numerous Turkish environmental organisations have voiced their opposition to 
the project and that, as an applicant country, Turkey is required to comply with EU principles 
on nuclear safety and sustainable development. He therefore calls on the European Parliament 
to intervene and prevent the construction of this nuclear power plant, which will have 
extremely serious implications for the environment, tourism and public health in southern 
Turkey and neighbouring countries.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 February 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 1 September 2009.

The petition echoes the concerns that have been voiced in a recent parliamentary question (E-
0017/09 by Mr Angelakas MEP "Operation of Akkuyu nuclear power plan in Turkey"). The 
Commission would therefore answer along the lines of the reply that was provided on that 
occasion.
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The Commission was informed of Turkey's plans to establish a nuclear power plant on its 
southern coast during the accession negotiations.  In particular, the Commission refers to 
these plans in its Progress Report published on 5 November 20081.

The Commission holds the view that it is for the national governments of each individual 
Member State – as well as any candidate country – to decide whether or not to generate 
nuclear energy, provided that safety is properly guaranteed.  This national decision should be 
based on the country's capacity to ensure a high level of safety, security, safeguards and non-
proliferation throughout the entire lifecycle of a nuclear installation, as compared to 
international best practices and conventions.

The Commission stresses in its 2008 Progress Report that Turkey needs to fully implement 
the requirements of the Convention on nuclear safety, in particular those related to siting and 
to the regulator's independence, and that their existing legislative framework in the field of 
nuclear safety and radiation protection is completed, implemented and monitored. 

Further, the 2008 Progress Report states that management of institutional radioactive waste 
needs to be brought into line with international recommendations, basic safety standards and 
best EU practice. Turkey has not acceded to the Joint Convention on the safety of spent fuel 
management and radioactive waste management and should do so as soon as possible. On the 
other hand, Turkey has ratified both the International Atomic Energy Agency's (IAEA) 
Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency and 
the Convention on Nuclear Safety.

Under the present acquis communautaire the responsibility for the safe design, siting, 
construction, operation and decommissioning of nuclear power plants remains incumbent on 
the State having jurisdiction over it. There is an extensive Community legislation governing 
the use of nuclear energy, for which countries in the pre-accession and accession stage have to 
undertake implementation commitments and to align progressively with the acquis, while the 
importance of a high level environmental protection, including all aspects of nuclear safety, 
forms an integral part of the Negotiating Framework. However, candidate countries will have 
to comply with the acquis by accession.

Community legislation also foresees that every project to construct a new nuclear power plant 
has to undergo an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) following, in particular, the 
procedures established under Directive 85/337/EEC² which shall identify, describe and assess 
in an appropriate manner, in the light of each individual case, the direct and indirect effects of 
the project on different environmental components, including the seismic risk. The competent 
national authorities are responsible for carrying out the EIA. Turkey has to a certain degree 
aligned itself to the EIA Directive and the Commission will continue to encourage Turkey to 
                                               
1
 COM (2008) 674 final.

2
 Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 

projects on the environment, OJ L 175, 5.7.1985.
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transpose and put into practice all elements of the EIA, including trans-boundary issues and to 
become party to the Espoo Convention (Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in 
Transboundary Context).  The Commission also stands ready to assist Turkey when it comes 
to the administrative capacity building in the nuclear sector. 

Another obligation based on the provisions of the Euratom Treaty (Articles 41-43) and 
applicable as of accession, is the obligation ''to persons and undertakings [...] to communicate 
to the Commission investment projects relating to new installations and also to replacements 
or conversions…''. The Commission shall discuss with the persons or undertakings all aspects 
of investment projects which relate to the objectives of the Euratom Treaty. After discussion, 
the Commission shall communicate its views to the Member State concerned.


