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treatment of the Roma population in Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner asks the European Parliament to take the necessary steps to stop the 
discriminatory treatment of the Roma people in Italy. The petitioner argues against the 
decision of the Italian authorities to fingerprint the representatives of this community and 
considers that registering and forcibly re-housing them would be comparable to the Nazi 
practices in 1930s. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 February 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 1 September 2009.

The Commission is aware of the problems Roma people are facing in Italy. The Commission 
is committed to do all it can within the remit of its power to improve their situation and fight 
the discrimination they face. The Commission has actually taken several steps to ensure that 
the legislation put forward by the Italian authorities as well as forthcoming legislation fully 
respects Community law, including Fundamental Rights. 
As regards the identification of people living in the so-called nomad camps, the Commission 
requested on 3 July and 9 July 2008 the relevant information from the Italian authorities. On 1 
August 2008 the Commission received a report on the situation in these camps, including a 
report on the guidelines issued by the Italian Minister of the Interior for the identification 
procedure. The Italian authorities also informed the Commission that these guidelines were 
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adopted with the prior clearance of the Italian Data Protection Authority, and both the Red 
Cross and UNICEF were involved in their implementation. 

On 4 September 2008, Vice-President Barrot sent a letter to the Italian authorities taking note 
of this information, and in particular of the fact that the guidelines do not authorise the 
collection of data on ethnic origin or religion, and that fingerprinting is subject to strict 
conditions, only for identification purposes, and as a last resort, including for minors, when 
identification is not possible by other means. Vice-President Barrot insisted that the 
identification be carried out in strict compliance with both the letter and the spirit of the 
guidelines issued by the Italian Minister of Interior as well as with the rules on data 
protection. Vice-President Barrot asked the Italian authorities to keep him informed of the 
conclusions and final results of this operation. 
On 9 January 2009, the Commission requested the Italian authorities to send the Commission 
a report relating to the development and the final results of the identification undertaken in the 
"nomad camps" as well as envisaged measures that the Italian authorities plan to adopt on that 
basis. The reply of the Italian authorities of 26 February 2009 is currently being analysed.
Concerning the transposition of Directive 2000/43/EC into Italian law, the Commission has 
initiated an infringement procedure against Italy (and other Member States) for lack of correct 
and complete transposition of this Directive. As a result, the Italian legislation has been 
amended and improved. 

Member States are responsible for ensuring the correct and effective implementation of 
Community legislation into their national legal order. As guardian of the Treaties, the 
Commission closely monitors the implementation of Community law at national level and 
takes the necessary measures as provided for by the EC Treaty, should Member States be 
found in breach of Community law. 

Nevertheless, once this transposition is correct, it remains, in principle, to the individual to 
initiate legal proceedings provided for in the national law and to contest possible offences 
before the national courts. The control of the application of the directives to the individual 
case is in principle the task of the national jurisdictions.


