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Committee on Petitions

1.9.2009

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1696/2008 by Jacqueline de Croÿ (Belgian) on behalf of the Princesse
de Croy Foundation, on the need to adopt measures at EU level to combat the 
sexual exploitation of children and to support the victims of such abuse 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner criticises the deficiencies that exist on a national level in various EU Member 
States, which in many cases have enabled people responsible for the sexual exploitation of 
minors to escape unpunished. The petitioner asks the European Parliament to intervene in 
favour of the urgent adoption of EU legislation on the fight against crimes of this nature and 
appropriate support for the victims. The petitioner calls for the creation of a European agency 
to bridge the gap between the local authorities and Interpol on the one hand, and the victims 
or witnesses of criminal acts against minors on the other. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 March 2009.  Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 1 September 2009.

The petition
The petitioner criticises the systematic judicial errors in a number of countries (Belgium, the 
Netherlands, France, Portugal, Switzerland) made intentionally to impede criminal 
investigations relating to child abuse so as to protect judges, magistrates and people close to 
the legal system implicated in such cases.  The petitioner points out that these are not 
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individual cases.
The petition follows another on the same subject specifically related to Belgium (186/2004). 

Commission’s comments on the petition 

Under Article 29 of the TEU, the European Union’s objective of providing its citizens with a 
high level of protection in an environment where freedom, security and justice prevail is 
achieved, above all, by preventing crime against children. To this effect, the treaty provides 
for common action in the field of police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters. 

The EU has exercised its legislative powers on this basis, the main instrument being Council 
Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA of 22 December 2003 on combating the sexual 
exploitation of children and child pornography. This Framework Decision is aimed at 
approximating national legislation, with particular regard to defining crimes, punishments and 
jurisdiction.  

With a view to improving the level of protection in a comprehensive approach which 
encompasses legal proceedings, child protection and crime prevention, on 25 March 2009, the 
Commission submitted a proposal for a Council framework decision on combating the sexual 
abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, repealing Framework 
Decision 2004/68/JHA.

However, the EU is not competent on judicial investigations of individual cases. According to 
Article 33 of the TEU, the responsibility for maintaining public order lies with Member 
States.  

Conclusion

The EU is not in a position to revise decisions made by national judicial authorities on 
criminal matters and cannot intervene in the cases mentioned by the petitioner. Consequently, 
the EU is unable to follow up this petition.   


