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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1862/2008 by Sancho Rodríguez Villar (Spanish), on the recognition 
and validation by the Spanish authorities of his specialist medical studies

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner indicates that the Spanish authorities (Ministries of Education and Health) are 
refusing to recognise his seven years of specialist medical study (anaesthesiology and 
intensive care medicine) in the United Kingdom from 2001 to 2007. This situation, which 
makes it difficult for him to practice in Spain, in fact relates to both the free movement of 
persons and the recognition of qualifications (Directive 2005/36/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on the recognition of professional 
qualifications). As a result, the petitioner had to recommence in Spain his specialist studies in 
anaesthesia (resident medical intern examination and training). The petitioner is seeking 
recognition of his specialist studies.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 April 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 1 September 2009.

The petitioner holds a basic medical qualification and has followed specialist training in the 
UK in the field of anaesthesiology and intensive care medicine without however obtaining the 
corresponding specialist qualifications in the UK. The petitioner then wanted to continue his 
specialist training in Spain. However, he had to restart his specialist training, as the Spanish 
authorities did not want to accept the part of the specialist training followed in the UK. In the 
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opinion of the petitioner, the Spanish authorities should accept the training followed in the 
UK. 

Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications contains provisions 
harmonising the minimum training requirements and has set up a system of recognition of 
medical diplomas. However, the directive only concerns recognition of medical qualifications 
once they have been obtained. 

There is the possibility for Member States to accept that part of the specialist training has 
been followed in another Member State in as far as their competent authorities are in a 
position to check that the minimum training requirements as defined by Directive 2005/36/EC 
have been complied with. However, it is merely a possibility and does not constitute an 
obligation imposed by EU law. 

Conclusion

Therefore, there is no breach of EU law by Spain with regard to the Acquis on the recognition 
of professional qualifications. 

However, it could be brought to the attention of the Spanish authorities that a refusal to 
recognize, without proper justification, a period of training spent in another Member State 
could be interpreted as penalising a European citizen for having exercised his right to free 
movement and having followed a training in another Member State.


