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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1879/2008 by Mr. Chris Robillard (British), bearing 1560 signatures, 
on his opposition to the granting of EU funds for a project aiming to merge 
the Dartington College of Arts and the University College Falmouth

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to take the necessary measures so that EU 
funding would not be granted for the merger of the Dartington College of Arts with the 
University College Falmouth. According to the petitioner an application for ERDF funding to 
support this merger would be under assessment by the South West Regional Development 
Agency and the Convergence Funding Programmes Monitoring Committee. The petitioner 
considers that the merger is actually a takeover which would lead to the dissolution of 
Dartington College of Arts, a unique institution founded in the 1920s. He strongly protests at 
the secretive manoeuvring behind this merger and considers that granting EU funds for it 
would go against the very criteria of the EU regional policies.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 April 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 1 September 2009.

The merger of Dartington College of Arts with the University College Falmouth has indeed 
come forward as a project application under the Convergence Programme for Cornwall and 
the Isles of Scilly. The merger includes a relocation of the Dartington campus to 
Falmouth/Penryn in Cornwall. For the purpose of the Convergence programme the project is 
referred to as "Enhancing the Creative Knowledge Base of Cornwall". 
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It should be recalled that decisions on the selection of projects to be co-financed by Structural 
Funds are the responsibility of the Managing Authority. For the Convergence programme in 
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Managing Authority for England, the Department for 
Communities and Local Government, has delegated its responsibility in this respect to the 
South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA). In agreement with the Programme 
Monitoring Committee (PMC) for the Convergence programme procedures have been set-up 
for the appraisal and selection of projects in line with the criteria adopted by the PMC. While 
generally the PMC is not taking funding decisions on projects, the procedures foresee that the 
PMC endorses investments that are deemed novel or contentious. Potential support to the 
merger of the Colleges being challenged by campaigners it had been considered as 
contentious and therefore subject to PMC endorsement.

The Project featured already on the agenda of the first formal meeting of the PMC on 30 
January 2008. This was due to its time critical nature. In order to be able to proceed with the 
formal merger of the two institutions, at least an indication on a possible contribution from the 
Convergence programme was needed. The PMC recommended that in principle it would like 
to see this project considered for funding. This was not a funding decision yet. The project 
was indeed still in an early development phase and a full appraisal had not yet been possible. 
Therefore the PMC explicitly requested that any contribution from the ERDF would be 
subject to the verification of key appraisal elements such as value for money, eligibility for 
ERDF support, and confirmation of match funding. The European Commission, acting as in 
its advisory capacity to the PMC in line with the provisions of the Structural Funds General 
Regulation1, requested to give due consideration to the justification for the project, including 
the relocation of the Dartington campus, and to ensure that the selection procedures and 
funding decision take place in a transparent manner and in line with all regulatory 
requirements. The PMC also noted views from campaigners against the merger and from 
persons supporting it. 

After completion of a full appraisal, a funding decision to support the project was presented 
for endorsement to the PMC on 26 February 2009. A detailed appraisal document had been 
prepared and reassurance was given on the points raised at the January 2008 meeting of the 
Committee. Amongst others the value for money had been verified resulting in a 
recommendation to monitor tightly business-facing outcomes, capital and revenue funding 
from both the SWRDA and the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) had 
been confirmed, and the HEFCE had confirmed that the Dartington College of Arts' position 
was unsustainable without the merger. The PMC endorsed a contribution from the ERDF of 
£12.3 million subject to commitment of the merged institutions to engage with businesses, to 
demonstrated demand underpinning the rationale of recruiting additional students, and to 
value for money and deliverability in the current economic climate. Following the PMC 
endorsement the SWRDA has recently given final approval to the project. 

The Convergence Programme for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly aims at "establishing the 
momentum for transforming the economy to a high value added economy where knowledge, 
environment and quality of life underpin sustainable economic growth". The Programme is 
                                               
1 Council Regulation 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 laying down general provisions of the 
European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund, 
Article 64.2. 
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expected to create 11,000 new jobs. Its total value is €670 million of which €458 million 
funded by the ERDF. The merger of Dartington College of Arts with the University College 
Falmouth is funded under the Programme's priority axis "Transformational infrastructure"
investing in infrastructure for the knowledge economy including for higher education. The 
other priority axes are "Innovation, Research and Development", "Enterprise and Investment", 
and "Unlocking the Economic Potential of Place". 

Conclusion

The funding decision supporting the merger of Dartington College of Arts with the University 
College Falmouth has been taken by the national bodies responsible for the Convergence 
Programme in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Based upon available information this appears 
to have taken place in line with applicable regulations and procedures.


