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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

1.9.2009

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0253/2009 by Anni Weiler (German), on behalf of Arbeitswelt -
Working World, on arrangements for the payment of legal expenses by small 
undertakings in connection with a case before the European Court of Justice

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who owns a small business, unsuccessfully initiated legal proceedings before 
the European Court of Justice against the European Foundation for the Improvement of 
Living and Working Conditions (EFILWC), and was ordered to pay its legal costs, which 
amounted to over half of the damages being sought. The petitioner takes the view that rules 
governing the payment of legal costs - particularly in the case of small undertakings - should 
be amended and kept in proportion to the value or amount of the damages being sought when 
legal proceedings were initiated. The petitioner refers to the arrangements applicable in 
Germany for the payment of legal costs, arguing that, as things now stand, it is now 
practically impossible for small companies to initiate legal proceedings against a European 
institution, since to lose the case could result in bankruptcy. The petitioner argues that this 
effectively undermines the right to seek legal redress and is accordingly seeking an 
amendment to the existing arrangements for the payment of legal costs. She also asks the 
European Parliament to impress upon the EFILWC the need to exercise moderation in this 
regard.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 May 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 1 September 2009.

The petitioner also wrote directly to Commissioner Guenter Verheugen on 6 April 2009.
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The substance of the reply she was sent by letter of 8 July 2009 was:

The rules on determining legal costs before the Community courts are laid down in the Rules 
of Procedure for each of these courts.

In the case of the Court of First Instance, which is responsible for actions brought by
individuals, and particularly companies, costs are determined in accordance with Articles 87 
to 93 of its Rules of Procedure.

The Court itself is competent for making any changes to these rules, in agreement with the 
Court of Justice and after approval by the Council (Article 224, paragraph five, of the EC 
Treaty).

It should basically be borne in mind that, in the vast majority of cases, the Community 
institutions and bodies are represented by officials from their legal services ("servants"), in 
which case any costs are very low as they are limited to transport costs and, if necessary, 
accommodation expenses for attending the hearing.

The issue of access to justice that is raised does not therefore arise in most of the cases 
involving the Community institutions and bodies.


