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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1640/2008 by Georgi Gospodinov (Bulgarian) on the establishment of a 
waste disposal site in Dimitrovgrad in southern Bulgaria

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to the planned establishment of a waste disposal site in the town of 
Dimitrovgrad in southern Bulgaria. He points out, amongst other things, that this project will 
have serious consequences for the ecological balance of the area and for the local water 
treatment plant, which supplies drinking water to 100 000 people. The petitioner also 
mentions that the tendering procedure for the project resulted in the award of the contract to a 
firm owned by the Mayor’s father and that the project will receive EU funding. As he believes 
that the case in question involves an infringement of EU provisions applicable in the field, the 
petitioner asks the European Parliament to take the matter up.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 25 September 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 25 September 2009.

Landfills are regulated at Community level by Directive 1999/31/EC1 on the landfill of waste. 
According to Annex I to the Landfill Directive, the location of a landfill must take into 
consideration requirements relating to:
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a) the distances from the boundary of the site to residential and recreation areas, waterways, 
water bodies and other agricultural or urban sites;

b) the existence of groundwater, coastal water or nature protection zones in the area;

c) the geological and hydrogeological conditions in the area;

d) the risk of flooding, subsidence, landslides or avalanches on the site;

e) the protection of the nature or cultural patrimony in the area.

The landfill can be authorised only if the characteristics of the site with respect to the above-
mentioned requirements, or the corrective measures to be taken, indicate that the landfill does 
not pose a serious environmental risk.

The selection of the landfill location and the decision to authorise a landfill are undertaken by 
the competent authorities of a Member State, who need to evaluate the risks related to the 
opening of new waste management installations. The Commission cannot interfere with the 
national authorities as to the location and the features of these infrastructures, insofar as 
decisions are taken in compliance with Community environmental law.

According to Article 8 of the Landfill Directive, the competent authority does not issue a 
landfill permit unless it is satisfied that the landfill site is in full compliance with all the 
requirements laid down in the Landfill Directive and other applicable legislation.
The Commission notes that the petitioner has not provided any evidence pointing to a 
violation of the Landfill Directive.

The petitioner claims in his allegations, without providing any supporting evidence, that a 
conflict of interests led to unfair treatment during the award of the public service contract 
governed by Directive 2004/18/EC.1 The information provided in the petition does not make 
it possible for the Commission to ascertain whether Community law is applicable in this case 
and whether there has actually been a breach of the rules on the award of public contracts.

Conclusions

Taking the above into account, the Commission notes that there is no indication that the 
requirements set out by Directives 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste have been violated in 
this case. 

It should be noted that the Commission is not competent for identifying which specific sites 
should be used as landfills, or for evaluating any related risks. These activities fall within the 
remit of the national authorities. 

As regards the public procurement aspects alleged by the petitioner, the information received 
by the Commission does not make it possible to conclude that Directive 2004/18/EC has been 
breached.
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