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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1880/2008 by G.v.d.L. (German), on plans to ban the production of 
incandescent light bulbs

Petition 1883/2008 by Hans Kolmeyer (German), on plans to ban the 
production of incandescent light bulbs

1. Summary of petition 1880/2008

The petitioner objects to plans to ban the production of incandescent light bulbs. She herself 
possesses a number of antique lamps in which only 15 and 25 watt incandescent bulbs can be 
used. She argues that, if the lamps become unusable, many items representing the culture of 
the Jugendstil and Art Deco periods will be lost. She indicates that energy-saving bulbs are 
too large to be used in such lamps, which date from the early days of electricity and observes 
that the small incandescent bulbs in question consume no more power than energy-saving 
bulbs, which are generally speaking of a similar wattage.

Summary of petition 1883/2008

The petitioner, a photographer, objects to plans to ban the production of incandescent light 
bulbs, fearing that he will be forced to throw away some extremely expensive flash 
photography equipment which requires such bulbs. He also considers that the EU itself is 
harmful and calls for its abolition. He expresses doubts concerning the intellectual capacity of 
EU officials, whose salaries are moreover paid by him. He advocates banning them so far into 
the wilderness so as to be certain that they will never return to wreak any further harm.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissibles on 10 April 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
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202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 25 September 2009.

Both petitions object tothethe plans to ban the production of incandescent light bulbs. The 
petitioners raise concerns about the alleged incompatibility of more energy efficient bulbs 
with antique luminaires (1880/2008) and with photographic equipment (1883/2009), leading 
to the gradual loss of use of the luminaires in the first case and to extra costs for their activity 
due to the forced replacement of equipment in the second. 
The legislation phasing out conventional incandescent bulbs was adopted as Commission 
Regulation 244/20091 on 18 March 2009 following the agreement of the Europen Parliament 
and the Council.
For the special applications currently using conventional incandescent bulbs and conventional 
halogen bulbs that the petitioners mention, the alternative technologies remaining on the 
market should be suitable options. Improved incandescent bulbs with halogen technology and 
improved halogen bulbs provide exactly the same type and quality of light as conventional 
incandescent bulbs or conventional halogens, they come in the same shapes and appearance, 
and fit into existing luminaires. They start and provide their full light output as soon as they 
are switched on, and they are insensitive to frequent switching.

Concerning petition 1880/2008, modern compact fluorescent lamps come in many sizes and 
shapes, so their compatibility with existing luminaires (including antique ones) has greatly 
increased recently. At this stage, light emitting diodes are a smart and aesthetic choice for 
creating and upgrading decorative lighting installations.
The purchase price of the alternatives is currently higher than that of conventional 
incandescent lamps, but improved incandescent bulbs with halogen technology should 
approach current conventional incandescent lamp price levels once their mass production 
starts. Nevertheless, all alternatives provide substantial savings over the life cycle (varying 
from one alternative to the other), due to their lower energy consumption.

As for petition 1883/2008, if for some reason improved bulbs cannot be made available for a 
given application, the regulation allows the sales of special purpose lamps not fulfilling the 
requirements of the regulation, provided the special purpose is clearly stated on the packaging 
together with an indication that the lamp is not suitable for room illumination. In case specific 
technical parameters of the lamp serve its special purpose, those parameters are to be 
indicated in the technical documentation file established by the manufacturer for conformity 
assessment.

Conclusions

As demonstrated above, Regulation 244/2009 leaves alternative technologies (some similar to 
conventional incandescent lamps) available on the market for use in antique luminaires.
If no other solution is possible, it allows the sales of conventional bulbs for special purposes. 
Therefore, the Commission finds there is no case for reviewing the decision to phase-out 
conventional incandescent bulbs and conventional halogen bulbs through the requirements of 

                                               
1 www.e-lumen.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/ecodesign/legislation_en.htm
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the Regulation.


