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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0003/2009 by Gerhard Evert (German) concerning plans to phase 
out the incandescent light bulbs

Petition 0272/2009 by Mario Trutschel (German) on the ban on the 
production of incandescent light bulbs

1. Summary of petition 0003/2009

The petitioner objects to plans to phase out traditional incandescent light bulbs in favour of 
energy-saving bulbs, arguing that the environmental benefits will be minimal and that the 
measure will be extremely costly for consumers.

Summary of petition 0272/2009

The petitioner asks the European Parliament to overturn the ban on incandescent light bulbs 
indicating that the only advantage of low-energy bulbs compared with incandescent bulbs is 
that they use less power. On the minus side, he indicates that low-energy bulbs have a number 
of disadvantages such as electrosmog and flickering at various frequency levels a bad light 
spectrum, harmful emissions, unpleasant odours, illumination intensity frequently less than 
that indicated, production processes using heavy metals including mercury, the need to 
dispose of the bulbs separately (while most other bulbs can be treated as standard refuse), 
energy saving frequently less than that indicated and ultrasound emissions. The petitioner 
wonders whether on balance low-energy bulbs are as environmentally friendly as generally 
assumed.

2. Admissibility
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Petition 0003/2009: Declared admissible on 16 April 2009.
Petition 0272/2009: Declared admissible on 27 May 2009.
Information requested from Commission under Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 25 September 2009.

Both petitions object to plans to ban the production of incandescent light bulbs. The 
petitioners raise concerns about the alleged health risks (both mentioning electrosmog) and 
environmental risks related to the introduction of low energy light bulbs.

Other petitions on the same subject have already been submitted to the Petitions committee 
(petitions 1768/2008, 1880/2008 and 1883/2008), and the Parliament has also provided replies 
to numerous written parliamentary questions in the course of 2009 (E-2690/09, E-2668/09, E-
2255/09, E-2431/09, E-2429/09, E-1091/09, E-1090/09, E-1088/091).

The Commission can only confirm that, because of the intense interest of the public, it already 
placed at the citizens' disposal a press release and a well documented Frequently Asked 
Question (FAQ) page on 18 March 2009 around the adoption of the regulation. The 
Commission's impact assessment, containing an analysis of most of the problems listed in the 
petition, has also been made public on the EUROPA website at:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/ecodesign/doc/legislation/sec_2009_327_impact_assesm
ent_en.pdf

These documents address in detail the objections raised by the petitioners.
  
Conclusion

The Commission would like to inform the Petition Committee that it is placing at the citizens' 
disposal a more user-friendly version of the FAQ on the many different aspects of the 
regulation on ecodesign requirements for non-directional household lamps.

These Frequently Asked Questions, containing photos, graphics and detailed explanations, are 
frequently updated and can be consulted at: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/368&format=HTML&a
ged=0&language=EN

                                               
1 See http://www.europarl.europa.eu/QP-WEB


