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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 306/2009 by Thomas Schuler (German), on freedom of religion and the 
right to the public display of religious expression

1. Summary of petition

According to the petitioner, there is a proposal for legislation in the EU under which religious 
symbols and other symbols of beliefs are to be removed from public display (if a complaint is 
made). The petitioner objects to this. He thinks that this proposal has been drawn up in the 
context of the EU's anti-discrimination legislation and regards it as a curtailment of his right 
to the freedom of expression. He regards the proposal as discriminatory against all beliefs, 
regardless of the religion, and amounts to the imposition of atheist ideas on other people. The 
petitioner calls for legislation that also guarantees the freedom of expression and religion in 
public areas. The petitioner believes that the European Union and the values on which it is 
based are of unequivocal Christian origin.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 June 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 October 2009.

The petitioner believes that there is a proposal for legislation in the EU under which religious 
symbols and other symbols of beliefs should be removed from public display. He considers 
this to be discriminatory against all beliefs. 

The Commission has not made any proposal for legislation in the area of the public display of 
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religious symbols, as referred to by the petitioner. In principle, this area is under the exclusive 
competence of the national authorities as explained already in the answers to numerous 
written questions on the subject from Members of the European Parliament over the years.

As regards the possible discriminatory character of a national measure as the one described in 
the petition, it should be mentioned that under the Treaty establishing the European 
Community and the Treaty on European Union, the Commission has no general powers to 
intervene in cases of alleged violations of fundamental rights. The Commission would only be 
able to examine a case where a link with Community law could be established. No such link 
can be established from the situation described. 

In situations where the Commission does not have the power to intervene, Member States 
must ensure, through the implementation of their international obligations, including the 
European Convention on Human Rights, and their internal legislation, that fundamental rights 
are effectively respected.


