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Subject: Petition 664/2009 by Fernando Prieto-Ruiz (Spanish), on behalf of Spanish,
French and Italian National Confederations of winegrowers and producers, on 
the proposed implementing regulations for Council Regulation (EC) No
479/2008 concerning rosé wine

Petition 718/2009 by Jacques Barbier (Belgian), on behalf of ‘Couper n'est 
pas rosé’ campaign, in defence of rosé wine

1. Summary of Petition 664/2009

The Spanish, French and Italian confederations of wine growers protest against the proposed 
changes to the rules for producing rosé wine. They would imply the authorisation to mix 
white and red wines and call it rosé, whereas the traditional way of producing rosé is based on 
a special procedure (harvesting and pressing at low temperatures, removing the grape skins 
quickly). The claim is that the quality of the rosé wine based on mixing red and white wine is 
incomparably inferior to the one produced according to the traditional method. Consumers 
would not make the distinction when buying different qualities of rosé wine and thus the 
image of all rosé wine would suffer to the detriment of the traditional producers.

Summary of Petition 718/2009

This is another protest against the Commission proposal to authorise mixing red and white 
wines and calling it rosé, to the detriment of rosé wine produced according to the traditional 
method

2. Admissibility
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Petition 664/2009 was declared admissible on 18 September 2009 and Petition 0718/2009 was 
declared admissible on 30 September 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 October 2009.

The petitions relate to rosé wine obtained from mixing. Petition 664/2009 calls in particular for
the status quo to be preserved and for an analysis of the impact at economic, social and 
environmental level of banning the sale of rosé wine obtained from mixing to be carried out. 
Petition 718/2009 calls for a ban on the authorisation to produce rosé wine by mixing red wine 
with white wine.

When preparing the Commission’s draft Regulation on oenological practices, in conjunction 
with the Member States, the Commission’s services initially proposed doing away with the ban 
on mixing red and white wine. In the light of the opposition of the majority of rosé wine 
producers, and in agreement with the Member States, the ban on mixing a non-PDO/PGI white 
wine with a non-PDO/PGI red wine to produce a rosé wine was included in the new Regulation 
on oenological practices: Commission Regulation (EC) No 606/2009 of 10 July 2009, 
published in the Official Journal of the European Union, Series L, 24 July 2009, applicable 
since 1 August 2009.

These petitions, dated 26 and 27 May 2009, are no longer relevant. The Commission has no 
plans to do away with the ban on producing rosé wine by mixing a non-PDO/PGI white wine 
with a non-PDO/PGI red wine. The status quo of rosé wine has been preserved. Of course, as 
in the past, for wines with a protected designation of origin or protected geographical 
indication, their specifications will determine whether or not this production method is 
authorised.

Regulation (EC) No 606/2009, which stipulates that ‘coupage of a non-PDO/PGI white wine 
with a non-PDO/PGI red wine cannot produce a rosé wine’, provides a positive response to 
these petitions.


