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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0360/2009 by Kathy Sinnott (Irish), on behalf of the European Disability 
Federation, bearing 1 364 984 signatures, on the rights of people with disabilities 
(‘1 million 4 disability’)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is a Member of the European Parliament, calls for the rights of people 
with disabilities to be enshrined in European law and for reinforced action for their social 
integration, access to employment and education, equal treatment, social protection and 
mobility in terms of public transport.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 June 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 November 2009.

The petition

This petition is the result of a campaign launched in 2007 requesting a disability specific 
Directive and supported by 1.3 million signatures. The petitioner has already presented the 
signatures to the Commission and to the President of Parliament, and now submits a petition 
to the Committee on Petitions.

The Commission's comments on the petition

The European Commission is committed to strengthening citizen's participation in the 
decision making process and attaches a great value to the opinion of civil society. Therefore 
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on 23 January 2008 President Barroso personally acknowledged receipt of 1.294.997 
signatures for the campaign '1million4disability', delivered to the European Commission on 
22 November 2007.

Although the Lisbon Treaty, which stipulates that "not less than one million citizens who are 
nationals of a significant number of Member States may take the initiative of inviting the 
European Commission, within the framework of its powers, to submit any appropriate 
proposal on matters where citizens consider that a legal act of the Union is required for the 
purpose of implementing the Treaties" is not yet in force, this important citizen's campaign
was fully taken into account while the Commission was preparing a proposal for a Directive
based on Article 13 TEU on equal treatment and against discrimination, extending the scope 
of protection beyond employment1. The proposed Directive aims to combat discrimination 
against persons with disabilities and to ensure their full inclusion in society. It contains 
specific provisions on equal treatment between persons irrespective of their disability, in 
particular in Article 4, which guarantees a level of protection equivalent to the one which 
would have been granted in a single specific Directive. The Directive provides that, in order 
to guarantee compliance with the principle of equal treatment in relation to people with
disabilities, the measures necessary to enable them with disabilities to have effective non-
discriminatory access to social protection, social advantages, health care, education and 
access to and supply of goods and services which are available to the public shall be provided 
by anticipation. Furthermore, the obligation to ensure effective non-discriminatory access to 
accommodation shall be provided. 

The draft Directive is in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities which all EU Member States and the European Community have signed.

This proposal will become a European Law (in the form of a Directive) after approval by the 
Parliament and Council. Once the Directive is adopted, and the date for its transposition into 
national law has passed, the Commission's services will closely monitor the situation and will 
take the action necessary to ensure that all Member States comply with their obligations.

As regards the conclusion, by the European Community, of the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, the Commission has adopted 
in August 2008 the proposals for the relevant Council Decisions. These proposals are still 
under discussion in the Council and the Swedish Presidency aims for adoption before 3rd

December 2009. The UN Convention will also provide the framework for a new 
comprehensive and holistic EU strategy that aims to promote the inclusion of persons with 
disabilities in society through coordinated implementation of the UN Convention. 

Conclusions  

The Commission considers that it has given appropriate follow-up to the campaign behind this 
petition and is doing its utmost to ensure a successful adoption of the proposal for a Directive.
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