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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1245/2007 by Fikri Coskun (Dutch), on behalf of the Assyrian
people, on a support/aid programme for Assyrians in Europe

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner requests recognition for the right to a support programme for Assyrian refugees 
in Europe. Hundreds of thousands of Assyrians live in the countries of the EU. In the past 
they were educated in their own language, but this programme has now been phased out in 
nearly all EU countries. Assyrian satellite broadcasters are not subsidised, while national 
broadcasters are. An aid programme could achieve something to remedy the situation in this 
and other areas. The petitioner considers that Europe has forgotten the Assyrians and 
considers it a shame that one of the oldest peoples in Europe is becoming assimilated

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 April 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 December 2009.

The petitioners are concerned about the long-term future survival of the Assyrian language, 
even amongst their sizeable ethnic community within Europe. They seek support for 
sustaining the Assyrian language.

The Commission's observations on the petition

The Commission strongly believes in the value of cultural and linguistic diversity and 
undertakes a wide variety of activities to support it, notably through projects which promote 
language learning and intercultural dialogue. A wide range of EU programmes and initiatives 
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provide support for intercultural dialogue and over twenty of these are presented in the 
publication "Intercultural Dialogue – support through EU programmes"1. Intercultural 
dialogue has been a specific priority in several EU programmes from 2007, including the 
Lifelong Learning, Culture, and Europe for Citizens programmes. The Youth in Action 
programme also supports many projects which encourage this dialogue. Moreover, the 
promotion of language learning and linguistic diversity is a specific objective of the Lifelong 
Learning Programme. All modern languages are eligible for the programme and namely under 
its transversal part "key activity languages". The proposed projects must be developed in 
Europe and have European partners.2

One recent headline initiative, the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008, united the 
common efforts of EU institutions, Member States and civil society around this topic. The 
objective of the Year was to raise the awareness of all those living in the EU, especially 
young people, of the importance of engaging in intercultural dialogue in their daily lives and 
of becoming active European citizens3.

In accordance with the principle of subsidiarity, it is the Member States which are competent 
for many activities related to language learning and intercultural dialogue - and these are 
therefore managed in a decentralised way, but the Commission also provides for transnational 
projects with EU-level added-value though the programmes mentioned above.  In policy 
terms, the promotion of intercultural dialogue is the first objective of the European Agenda 
for Culture4. In the framework of the Agenda, Member State experts are working together to 
share experiences and generate policy recommendations for action at the appropriate level, be 
it European or – more typically – national.

The vital role of European civil society bodies in promoting intercultural dialogue is worth 
noting. Civil society bodies were a motor of the 2008 European Year, not only widely 
spreading the messages of the Year but also making a significant contribution to policy 
debate, based on their own grassroots experience.

The Platform for Intercultural Europe5, bringing together over three hundred committed 
organisations from both within and beyond the culture sector from different Member States, 
has through open consultation generated practice-based policy recommendations on how to 
advance intercultural dialogue. The Platform will continue to work on awareness raising and 
promotion of its recommendations but also, closer to the ground, on exchange of practices 
within the cultural sector and civil society as a whole. It is now a recognised part of the 
"structured dialogue" between the culture sector and the EU institutions6. 

The petitioners specifically mention television. The Commission would remark that on-line 
TV in the Assyrian language is already provided by Bet-Nahrain KBSV TV 23, but there is no 

                                               
1 http://ec.europa.eu/culture/key-documents/doc/en_Brochure_EYID.pdf
2 http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc78_en.htm et pour l'activité clé 2 langues 
http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc94_en.htm
3 http://ec.europa.eu/culture/our-policy-development/doc401_en.htm
4 http://ec.europa.eu/culture/our-policy-development/doc399_en.htm
5 http://intercultural-europe.org/index.html
6 http://intercultural-europe.org/index.html. http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/index.html
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doubt scope for enhancing this service.

Finally, the petitioners also remark that many amongst the Assyrian communities resident in 
Europe are, or descend from, people who have had or may have applied for refugee status. 
The Commission does fund projects and exchange of best practise in the integration of people 
with actual refugee status. The European Refugee Fund (ERF), established for the period 
2007-2013, may co-finance in Member States measures supporting the integration of refugees 
hosted in the EU. Assyrian refugee organisations may contact national authorities managing 
the ERF to examine whether some of their projects may benefit from the Fund. As far as 
linguistic skills are concerned, measures co-financed by the Fund are usually focused on 
languages of host Member States in order to improve integration prospects. However, funds 
under this heading are naturally much more limited, and the beneficiaries more tightly 
defined, than the case of the other programmes mentioned above.

Conclusion

The Community does support a wide range of activities for the promotion of language 
learning and intercultural dialogue, and sustaining the linguistic and culture diversity. It is one 
of the core values of the European Union. It is to be hoped that the petitioners will make the 
most of the opportunities which are available.


