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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0607/2009 by Rona Steffens (German), on the recognition in Germany of 
her Dutch academic qualifications

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who studied in the Netherlands and is seeking a teaching post in Germany, 
indicates that the German authorities are refusing to recognise her Dutch academic 
qualifications. The petitioner maintains that the results she obtained and the credits awarded 
to her under the Bologna system make her eligible for the post in question and is accordingly 
seeking the assistance of the European Parliament.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 September 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 December 2009.

The petitioner, who studied in the Netherlands and is seeking a teaching post in Germany, 
indicates that the German authorities are refusing to recognise her Dutch academic 
qualifications for admission to this post. She maintains that the results she obtained and the 
credits awarded to her under the Bologna process should make her eligible for the post in 
question.

The Commission notes that pursuant to Article 5 of the Treaty establishing the European 
Community, the Community must act within the limits of the powers conferred upon it by the 
Treaty. In the field of education, Article 149 of the Treaty stipulates that the Community shall 
contribute to the development of quality education by encouraging cooperation between 
Member States and, if necessary, by supporting and supplementing their action, while fully 
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respecting the responsibility of the Member States for the content of teaching and the 
organisation of education systems. With this in mind, academic recognition of university 
qualifications is the exclusive responsibility of the Member States. With regard to the 
Bologna process, to which the petitioner refers, it is not a set of binding rules but a voluntary, 
intergovernmental process, and reforms have not yet been made in all areas of university 
study in the Member States.

However, the Commission continues to encourage mobility for students, as demonstrated by 
the publication in July 2009 of the Green Paper on Promoting the learning mobility of young 
people: this is one of the objectives of its action in education, which also includes 
encouraging academic recognition of qualifications (Article 149(2) of the Treaty). The 
Commission therefore considers that a refusal to recognise a qualification or a period of study 
without sufficient justification or the application of excessively long or costly procedures 
could be interpreted as penalising an EU citizen for having exercised his/her right to free 
movement and for having studied in another Member State. In such a case these practices 
could be considered to be violations of Community law. 

In order to iron out the practical difficulties associated with recognising qualifications across 
EU borders without recourse to judicial proceedings, the European Union has encouraged the 
Member States to establish a network of information centres for the recognition of academic 
and professional qualifications, which can often help to resolve this type of problem through 
direct contact between the centres in the countries concerned. For more information on the 
recognition of qualifications and periods of study, it is recommended that the petitioner 
consults the ENIC-NARIC network. The following website provides all the addresses and 
points of contact for all of the Member States.

http://www.enic-naric.net/


