
CM\802653EN.doc PE414.285REV

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 










 2009

Committee on Petitions

22.01.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0330/2007 by Mr Ion Anghel (Romanian), on the disregard of his 
rights to social security entitlements by the Greek authorities

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner explains that he has been residing legally in Greece since 1998 and that he has 
paid his social security contributions since 2000. In 2003, the petitioner became seriously sick 
and was forced to stop working on 1 of April 2004. According to the petitioner, the Greek 
authorities refused to grant him any social security entitlements due to the fact that when he 
got ill he had been working in Greece for less than 5 years. The petitioner was also denied the 
right for a special financial aid granted to people suffering for renal problems on two 
occasions: first time because Romania was not member of the European Union and after 1st 
of January 2007 because Romania would not be full member of the EU. The petitioner asks 
the European Parliament to have his situation investigated.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 3 September 2007. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 September 2008.

I. The petition
The petitioner is a Romanian national who claims to be resident since 1996 in Greece. He 
worked there and paid social security contributions between 2000 and 2004. He fell ill in 
2004 and ceased to work.

The petitioner complains that the Greek authorities refused to grant him any social security 
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benefits due to the fact that when he got ill, he had paid the social security contributions in 
Greece for less than 5 years. He was also denied the right to a special financial aid granted to 
people suffering for renal problems.

II. The Commission’s comments on the petitioner 
The Commission asked the Greek Ministry of Employment and Social protection for 
information on this case. According to its reply, the petitioner had been insured within Greek 
Social security institution for agricultural workers (OGA) from 1.1.2000. The petitioner 
applied for an invalidity pension and has been found by a decision of OGA incapable to work 
since April 2004. The petitioner was not entitled to an invalidity pension since he did not meet 
the requirement of five years social security insurance period in Greek at the time he became 
invalid and there was no other insurance period which could be aggregated. 

According to the information provided by Greek ministry, the petitioner receives from May 
2004 regular renal dialysis at the OGA's expense.  From May 2004 OGA has paid for his 
treatment and transport to the hospital for renal dialysis on a monthly basis (410 € monthly 
until January 2007 and 450 € monthly since February 2007).

The reply does not specify the conditions for the entitlement to the social assistance/aid 
known in Greece as "pronia" and the right of the petitioner thereto. It seems to be a social 
assistance benefit which is not covered by the material scope of Regulation (EC) No 
1408/711, but the Commission will ask again the Greece authorities to clarify the nature and 
conditions for this benefit.

Since Romania is EU Member State from 2007 and Regulation No 1408/07 is applicable to 
Romanian citizens from 1.1.2007, the Greek ministry informs the Commission that if the 
petitioner submits a new request for an invalidity pension, the Greek authorities will deal with 
this request according the rules set by Regulation No 1408/71 and take account of periods of 
insurance which the petitioner has completed under the legislation of any other Member State.
The invalidity schemes of the Member States belonging to the European Union vary 
considerably. Nevertheless, the institution of the Member State where the invalidity pension is 
claimed, takes account of periods of insurance or residence which the claimant have 
completed under the legislation of any other Member State, if this is necessary for the 
entitlement to benefits.

Because the petitioner had not fulfilled the conditions to receive an invalidity pension as he 
became incapable to work under the national Greek legislation and there was no other 
insurance period, which could be added to his Greek insurance period under community law, 
the decision of Greek authorities can't be contested by Commission's services. 

As the Greek ministry states in its information, the situation of the petitioner has changed on 

                                               
1 Council Regulation (EC) No 1408/71 of 14 June 1971 on the application of social security schemes to 
employed persons, to self-employed persons and to members of their families moving within the Community, OJ 
L 149 of 5.7.1971, p. 2, Regulation lastly amended by Regulation (EC) No 1992/2006 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 18.12.2006, OJ L 392 of 30.12.2006, p.1.
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1.1.2007 as Romania became EU Member State and the petitioner can submit a new request 
for an invalidity pension in accordance with Article 94 of Regulation 1408/71. If there is any 
insurance period from Romania, this will be aggregated to his Greek insurance period and the 
petitioner may therefore fulfil the condition of five years insurance period which is necessary 
to be entitled to an invalidity pension in Greece. 

III. Conclusions
The Commission could not find any infringement of community provisions in social security 
field. The petitioner can submit a new request for an invalidity pension and if there is any 
insurance period from Romania, this will be aggregated by Greek authorities to his Greek 
insurance period in order to reach the minimum insurance period.

The Commission services will further try to clarify the nature and conditions for financial aid, 
in Greek known as "pronia" and inform the Parliament as soon as there is any new 
information.

4. Commission reply, received on 22 January 2010

Since the last communication, the Commission services contacted the petitioner and the Greek 
authorities on numerous occasions in order to clarify the petitioner's situation. 

With regard to the invalidity pension application in Greece, the Greek authorities confirmed 
that the petitioner did not complete a sufficient insurance period under the Greek legislation to 
be granted the benefit. In order to take account of periods of insurance and open the 
petitioner's entitlement to the benefit under Greek legislation, Greek authorities provided 
proof that they had contacted the competent Romanian authorities in order to exchange 
information on the petitioner's insurance periods [Greek authorities sent the forms E204, 
E205, E213 and other documents (decision on the degree of invalidity) and requested the form 
E205 from Romanian authorities and any possible decision on the petitioner's invalidity under 
Romanian legislation].

With regard to the social assistance benefit for patients under renal dialysis treatment in 
Greece (called by the petitioner "pronia/trofima"), the Greek authorities provided the 
Commission services with the text of the ministerial order changing the rules and extending 
the personal scope of this assistance to all EU member States' citizens resident in Greece as 
from August 2009.

Conclusions

The petitioner's request for invalidity pension is under investigation by the competent Greek 
authorities and the acquisition of the Greek invalidity pension depends whether on an 
additional period of insurance has been completed under Romanian legislation.  

The social assistance benefit for patients under renal dialysis treatment is provided for all EU 
citizens resident in Greece - including the petitioner - as from August 2009.


