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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 – 2014

Committee on Petitions

22.1.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0683/2009 by Maurizio Tani (Italian), on behalf of other university 
students, bearing 55 signatures, on alleged discriminatory recognition of 
equivalence for Italian university degrees in certain Member States

1. Summary of petition

A group of Italian university students complains that certain Member States undervalue ECTS 
(European Credit Transfer System) points for Italian university degrees despite fulfilment of 
identical course and thesis requirements in comparison with degrees in the respective Member 
States.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 24 September 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 January 2010.

The signatories to this petition, who are Italian university students in their own country, ask 
the European Parliament to intervene in order to put an end to what they claim is 
discrimination against Italian citizens in certain countries of the European Union, including 
Sweden, Denmark and the United Kingdom. It concerns the former Italian degree system, 
which formally comprised four years of study but, according to the petitioners, in reality 
comprised the equivalent of at least five years of study. Specifically – once again according to 
the petitioners – their four years of study plus the final thesis, which was 70 000 words long, 
correspond to 300 points in the European Credit Transfer System, while the aforementioned 
countries only recognise 180-240 credits. The petitioners believe that this goes against the 
principles of the Treaty of Lisbon and the Bologna process.
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In short, the petition concerns the method of calculating ECTS points. This issue concerns the 
organisation of the education system and therefore falls under the responsibility of the 
Member States. In the same way, the Bologna process and the university reforms associated 
with it are based on an intergovernmental agreement, not on EU law.

However, in the interests of promoting mobility for students in the European Union, the 
European Commission published a guide for users of the ECTS this year, which the 
petitioners will find at the following web address: 
http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-policy/doc/ects/guide_en.pdf

Pages 20-22 and Annex 2 of the guide deal with this matter in more detail.

There is more general information on the site:
http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-policy/doc48_en.htm

To conclude, the Commission helps to ensure that there is the best possible understanding 
between Member States on this subject, but there are no binding legal provisions in EU law 
on this subject.


