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22.1.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0736/2009 by Otto Dunser (Austrian) on the European ban on 
incandescent light bulbs

Petition 0737/2009 by Brigitte Neumann (German) on the European ban on 
incandescent light bulbs

Petition 0757/2009 by Jonas Schreiber (German) on the European ban on 
incandescent light bulbs

1. Summary of petition 0736/2009

The petitioner, a scientific staff member, required to work constantly in artificial light, 
indicates the various types of energy-saving bulb cause him headaches and lapses of 
concentration and argues that a European ban on incandescent light bulbs will adversely affect 
his work. In addition, he owns a number of light fittings in which the light bulbs incorporated 
as an integral component and cannot be replaced by other light sources. He calls for an end to 
the ban on incandescent light bulbs or the introduction of specific authorisations for the use 
thereof.

Summary of petition 0737/2009

The petitioner protests at plans to phase out incandescent light bulbs in the EU, arguing that 
energy saving light bulbs have adverse health effects, since they contain mercury, a substance 
which in her opinion, should no longer be used, pointing out that thermometers and 
barometers containing mercury have been banned. She considers that the EU has failed to take 
sufficient account of the harmful effects of energy-saving light bulbs and wishes to know 
what provisions exist for the processing of defective energy-saving light bulbs. 

Summary of petition 0757/2009
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The petitioner objects to the projected ban on incandescent light bulbs, arguing that there is 
scientific evidence to show that energy-saving bulbs adversely affect human health, for 
example by disrupting their biorhythms. He maintains that a ban on incandescent light bulbs 
will not be beneficial to the public but will in fact pose a danger and that neither this nor the 
introduction of energy-saving light bulbs will reduce CO2 emissions. 

2. Admissibility

Petitions 0736/2009 and 0737/2009 declared admissible on 5 October 2009.  Petition 
0757/2009 declared admissible on 6 October 2009.  Information requested from Commission 
under Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 January 2010.

Petitions 736/2009, 737/2009 and 757/2009 object to plans to ban the production of 
incandescent light bulbs. The petitioners raise concerns about the alleged health risks (both 
mentioning electrosmog) and environmental risks related to the introduction of low energy 
light bulbs.

The Commission would like to refer the Petitions committee to the replies given to other 
petitions on the same subject (petitions 1768/2008, 1880/2008, 1883/2008, 3/2009 and 
272/2009), and replies also provided to numerous written parliamentary questions in the 
course of 2009 (E-2690/09, E-2668/09, E-2255/09, E-2431/09, E-2429/09, E-1091/09, E-
1090/09, E-1088/09, E-3581/09, E-3802/09, E-4225/09, E-4522/091).

                                               
1 See http://www.europarl.europa.eu/QP-WEB


