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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0915/2009 by Ingrid E. Newkirk (Dutch), on behalf of Stichting 
PETA Nederland, on the living conditions of battery hens raised for meat

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to amend the directive on living space for 
chickens raised for meat so as to increase the area per chicken. She states that the current 
amendments proposed to the directive allow for a living area per chicken no larger than a 
piece of A4 paper (c. 20 x 30 cm). She also refers to the intelligence and social life of 
chickens and the suffering inflicted on them by the cruel way in which they are slaughtered.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 21 January 2010.

The petitioner calls for amendments to Council Directive 2007/43/EC laying down minimum 
rules for the protection of chickens kept for meat production, in particular as regards the 
requirements for maximum stocking densities.

The petitioner refers to the work of the EU on a new directive on the protection of broiler 
chicken. It should be noted that Council Directive 2007/43/EC1 laying down minimum rules 
for the protection of chickens kept for meat production entered into force already in 2007 and 
shall be transposed by all Member States into national legislation by June 2010.
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This Directive brings forward for the first time important rules for the welfare of broilers, 
taking into account the latest scientific developments in this area. In particular, the Directive 
aims at reducing the overcrowding of chicken holdings by setting maximum stocking density 
limits which should not at any time exceed 33 kg/m2 . However, by way of derogation, 
Member States may provide that chickens be kept at higher stocking densities up to a 
maximum of 42 kg/m2, provided that stricter animal welfare requirements are respected. 
Moreover, the Directive introduces important animal welfare improvements and enhanced 
monitoring on farms and at slaughterhouses as well as various environmental requirements 
such as lighting, temperature requirements, air quality and litter availability.

The petitioner refers also to the welfare problems of broiler chickens related to the high 
growth rate as well as to the conditions of these animals during slaughter. In this regard it 
should be noted that, as foreseen in the above-mentioned Directive, the Commission has 
mandated the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) to deliver two scientific opinions. The 
first opinion is on the influence of genetic parameters on the welfare of commercial broilers, 
and the second one concerns the welfare aspects of the management and housing of grand-
parent and parent stocks raised and kept for breeding purposes. The Commission will report to 
the European Parliament and to the Council on these issues with appropriate legislative 
proposals if necessary. The recently adopted Council Regulation (EC) No 1099/20091 on the 
protection of animals at the time of killing takes into account the latest scientific 
developments in order to ensure improved animal welfare conditions at slaughterhouses, 
including for broiler chickens. Moreover the Community-funded research project "Welfare 
Quality" developed protocols  to assess the level of welfare of farmed animals, including 
broiler chickens, on farm and at slaughter  by using animal-based indicators and to provide 
accessible and understandable information for consumers. The results of this project will be 
assessed as a basis for future work by the Commission in this field.

Conclusion

The European Commission attaches great importance to animal welfare, and specific rules 
have been adopted and initiatives are in place to ensure the welfare of chickens raised for 
meat production. Moreover, the Commission has recently adopted a report2 in which it 
outlines a series of options for animal welfare labelling. The overall goal of policy in this area 
is to make it easier for consumers to identify and choose welfare-friendly products, and 
thereby give an economic incentive to producers to improve the welfare of animals.
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