
CM\802784EN.doc PE438.336v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

22.1.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0954/2009 by P.C.  (British), on fire-safety test procedures for furniture 
in the United Kingdom

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner maintains that fire-safety test procedures for furniture and upholstery fabric in 
the United Kingdom fall short of statutory requirements and that the test laboratories are 
failing to use the legally prescribed test materials, the latter being no longer available. The 
provisions should therefore be amended accordingly. According to the petitioner, that is not 
being done because of fears that ‘Europe’ will seize the opportunity to force the UK to abolish 
rules which are regarded as restricting trade.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 October 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 January 2010.

The petitioner maintains that fire-safety test procedures for furniture and upholstered furniture 
in the United Kingdom fall short of statutory requirements, and that the test laboratories are 
failing to use the legally prescribed test materials, the latter being no longer available.
This, in the view of the petitioner, may potentially affect the validity of test reports being 
produced by laboratories. 

The petitioner urges an amendment of the UK Fire Safety Regulations.
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In support of his petition, the petitioner quotes a press release1 issued by UKTLF (UK Textile 
laboratory Forum- a UK trade association of testing laboratories) claiming that shortcomings 
with the testing procedures might eventually render the current UK Regulations 
unenforceable, thus jeopardising the safety of consumers. 

The Commission is fully aware of the issues raised by the petitioner. In September 2009 it 
dealt with an enquiry which referred to the same issues and contained the same press release 
as that enclosed with the petition. 

As the matter concerned the implementation of national legislation within a Member State, 
the Commission forwarded the enquiry to the relevant national authorities in the UK (BIS-
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills), and informed the correspondent accordingly. 

In their answer to the correspondent, the UK national authorities confirmed that the specific 
cover fabric for performing the flammability tests for filling materials and interliners for 
upholstered furniture is not available anymore. The UK authorities explained that this 
circumstance does not affect the safety of consumers, as it is only a matter of technical 
composition and weaving of the fabric which does not alter substantially the results of the 
test. 

The UK authorities launched a public consultation on 12 November 2009 with the view to 
amending Schedules 1 and 3 of the UK Fire Safety Regulations. The proposed amendment 
will change the original specification of the test cover fabric so as to permit the use of 
commercially available fabrics, currently used for testing procedures. The UK authorities 
have received independent scientific advice that there is no substantive difference in the safety 
performance of such fabrics.

Furthermore, according to the General Product Safety Regulations of 2005, which 
implemented in the UK Directive 2001/95/EC on General Product Safety2, all economic 
operators must place on the market and make available to consumers only safe products. 

The Commission considers that the issues presented by the petitioner fall under the remit of 
national legislation. Nevertheless, the Commission remains in regular contact with the UK 
authorities, which have already taken action on this matter.

                                               
1 http://www.uktlf.com/flammability.htm

2 OJ L 11, 15.1.2002, p. 4.


