
CM\802801EN.doc PE438.349v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

22.1.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1047/2009 by B.B-V. (Polish), on failure to enforce judgements handed 
down by the City Court and Appeal Court in Sofia

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is a Polish national and resident in Poland, calls on the European 
Parliament to intervene in a case to recover custody of her 8-year old son, on which both the 
City Court and the Appeal Court has passed judgement. The petitioner’s children were taken 
to Bulgaria by their Bulgarian father and, following the Court judgement, she has only been 
able to recover custody of her daughter. The petitioner points out that the responsible 
Bulgarian youth authorities are not only ignoring court orders but also disregarding the 
provisions of the Hague Convention on the Protection of Children. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 November 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 January 2010.

The petitioner, a Polish national, describes the difficulties she has been encountering in 
Bulgaria in enforcing return orders under the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of 
International Child Abduction (‘the 1980 Hague Convention’). The petitioner’s two children 
were wrongfully removed by their Bulgarian father from Poland to Bulgaria. Despite 
decisions from two courts in Bulgaria ruling that the children should return to Poland, the 
petitioner has only been able to recover her daughter, with her son remaining in Bulgaria.

The Commission is aware that situations of the kind described by the petitioner are likely to 
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continue to occur as a result of the increasing mobility of citizens within the European Union. 
The objective of European Union action in this area is to protect the child’s best interests. 
This means in particular to give concrete expression to the child’s right to maintain a personal 
relationship and direct contact with both parents, on a regular basis, unless this is contrary to 
the child’s interests. To this end, the European Union has adopted Council Regulation (EC) 
No 2201/2003. 

On the basis of the limited information provided by the petitioner and other information 
available to the Commission, it is not possible to establish whether Council Regulation (EC) 
No 2201/2003 applies to the situation described by the petitioner and if so, whether this 
situation constitutes a possible failure by the Bulgarian authorities to fulfil their obligations 
under European Union law.

The Commission understands, however, from reports in the media that in August 2009, i.e. 
after the submission of the petition, the return orders were enforced in Bulgaria and that the 
petitioner has now been reunited with her two children. The petitioner’s request that the 
European Parliament and the Commission intervene with the Bulgarian authorities to ensure 
that the return decisions are enforced in Bulgaria has therefore ceased to be relevant.


